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Introduction

This manual contains important information about the safe operation and
maintenance of your car.

We urge you to read this manual carefully, become familiar with the
controls it describes, and follow its recommendations, to help make your
driving trouble free and enjoyable.

Statements or labels on the product preceded by the following words are
of special significance:

indicates severe personal injury or death will
result if instructions are not followed.

indicates a strong possibility of severe personal
injury or death if instructions are not followed.

CAUTION: means hazards or unsafe practices which could
cause minor personal injury or product or property damage.

NOTE: gives helpful information.

Break-in Period

During the first 600 miles (1,000 km) of driving, avoid full-throttle starts

and cruising for extended periods at a constant speed.

NOTE:

* This break-in procedure also applies to exchanged or overhauled
engines.

* During and after the break-in period, drive the car at moderate speeds
until the engine is fully warmed up.

During the first 200 miles (300 km), try to avoid severe braking.
Brake misuse during this period will reduce future braking efficiency.

Remember, your Honda Automobile dealer knows your car best and
should be consulted for service assistance and advice.



Keys and Locks

Remote Access Key
(US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

Your car is supplied with a battery-operated
remote access key. The battery in the remote
access key recharges whenever the key is in
the ON (I1) position in the ignition. Use the
remote access key as your main ignition key.
This will allow the battery to be regularly
recharged.

Keyless Entry System
(US: EX, Canada: EX-R)
Use the remote access key to activate the keyless entry system. The

keyless entry system enables you to operate the locks from outside the
car without inserting the key in the keyhole.

Using the Remote Access Key
(US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

To operate the door locks from
outside the car using the remote

access key, aim the key blade at the EE%\ESS
keyless entry window located to the WINDOW

left of the keyhole in the driver's door
or tailgate, and press the button in the
key. Keep the key blade within 18 I
inches (50 cm) and in line with the
keyless entry window. When the
remote access key is used on the
driver's door, all doors and the tailgate
will lock; but only the driver's door will
unlock.

Ifthe remote access key is used on the
tailgate, the tailgate and all doors will
lock and unlock.




Keys and Locks (cont'd)

Master and Valet Keys

(All Models) VALET KEY MASTER KEY
Your car is supplied with a master key
that fits the ignition and all locks, and a
valet key that fits the ignition and doors,
but not the glove box or tailgate. The
valet key is provided for times when
you must leave the key with a parking
attendant or repair person, but still
want to keep valuables safely
locked-up in the glove box.

Write down the numbers stamped on all of the keys and keep the
information in your wallet or purse in case you ever need to have
duplicates made. All keys are double-edged so you can insert them into
the locks with either side up.

Locking and Unlocking

If a key is used to lock the driver's side
door, all doors and the tailgate will lock,
but the key will only unlock the driver's
door.

If a key is used in the front passenger
door lock, all doors and the tailgate will
lock and unlock.

Using the key in the tailgate lock will
lock and unlock the tailgate and all
doors.

To open the tailgate, pull the handle, then lift up.




Care of the Remote Access Key

(US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

The electronics in your remote access key are sensitive and can be

damaged by rough handling. Once a remote access key is damaged, it

will not work.

* Keep the key out of direct sunlight and areas of high temperature, or
high humidity.

* Avoid dropping the key or placing heavy objects on the key.

* This key should not be disassembled.

* Keep the key away from water. If the key gets wet. carefully wipe it
with a soft cloth.

Operating Problems
If the remote access key does not work, do not try to disassemble it.

Check for moisture on the key or dirt on the keyless entry window.
Carefully wipe up any damp or soiled areas with a soft cloth.

The key's battery may be discharged from lack of use. The battery in the
key will recharge after 15 minutes of driving.

Replacement Key

If you lose or damage your remote access key, you can order a
replacement from your Honda dealer Inside the key are some expensive
electronic parts, therefore replacement can be costly. You will need the
five-digit code number on the aluminum plate that came with your key.
You will also need the four-digit number on the key blade. Keep these
numbers stored in a safe but accessible place.



Keys and Locks (cont'd)

Door Plunger
From inside the car, each door and the tailgate can be locked by pushing
the plunger down; each door can be unlocked by pulling the plunger up.

Pushing down the plunger on the driver's door locks all doors and the
tailgate, but pulling up the plunger unlocks only the driver's door.

Pushing down on the tailgate plunger locks the tailgate and all doors. The
plunger on the tailgate is not designed to be pulled up manually for
unlocking.

Power Door Locks
All doors and the tailgate can be simultaneously locked and unlocked by
operating the master door lock switch on the inside of each front door.




Lockout Prevention

Lockout Prevention keeps you from locking the driver's door or the
tailgate when the key is in the ignition and the driver's door or tailgate is
open. Ifyou try to lock the driver's door by pushing down the plunger, the
tailgate plunger and all other door plungers will pop back up. If you push
down the tailgate plunger when the key is in the ignition and the tailgate
is open, the tailgate plunger and all other door plungers will pop back up.
Also, both master door lock switches will not lock the doors if either front
door is open and the key is in the ignition.

The system can be overridden if the outside or inside door handle is held
in the open position while the plunger is pushed down. The lock cycles
several times and may lock all doors and the tailgate after the door is
closed .

Lockout Prevention does not affect the operation of any passenger door
lock.

(US: EX, Canada: EX-R)
Lockout Prevention does not affect the operation of the Remote Access
Key.

Child Proof Door Locks

The child proof door locks are designed to prevent accidental opening of
the rear doors from inside the car. To activate the locks, push down the
lock tabs located on each rear door, then close the doors. When the rear
doors are locked in this way, they can only be opened from the outside.




Seats

Front Seat

Adjust the seat position by pulling up on the adjustment lever under the
front edge of the seat cushion and sliding the seat to the desired position.
Then release the lever and make sure the seat is locked in position by
moving it back and forth.

The angle of the seat-back can be changed by pulling up on the lever at
the outside edge of the seat and leaning forward or back. Release the
lever and let the seat lock into place when it reaches the desired angle.

Seat belts are most effective when the driver and passengers are sitting
up straight and well back in each seat.

¢ Do not adjust the driver's seat while the car is moving; the seat
could move suddenly, causing loss of vehicle control.

* To reduce the risk of sliding under the seat belts in a collision,
the seat-backs should be upright and you should sit well back in
the seat.

Driver's Lumbar Support
(US: EX, CANADA: EX-R)

To adjust for more or less support of the
driver's lower seat-back cushion, turn the
knob on the inner side of the seat-back.

Do not try to adjust the lumbar
support while driving. Make the adjustment
while sitting in your normal driving

position before driving away.




Head Restraints

The head restraints are designed to help reduce injuries due to whiplash.
They are located at the top of each seat-back and have several height
positions. The restraints can be adjusted by pulling up to the
recommended position. To lower them, slide the button next to the
restraint's height adjustment bar while pushing the restraint down. Adjust
so the top of the restraint is approximately level with the tops of your ears.

If a head restraint must be removed (for cleaning, fabric repair, etc.) pull
the restraint up to its highest position, then slide the button while pulling
the restraint out.

To reinstall, reverse the above procedure.

* Do not drive the car with head restraints removed.
* Do not try to adjust head restraints while driving.

Rear Seat Arm Rest

The rear seat arm rest located at
the rear seat-back can be used by
pulling the tab.




Seats (cont'd)

Folding Rear Seat
Each rear seat-back can be folded down to provide more cargo space.
Folding both rear seat-backs down will provide maximum cargo space.

1. Pull on the strap at the center of the seat to lift up the seat cushion.

2. Remove the head restraint from the rear seat-back by sliding the
button next to the head restraint's height adjustment bar and lifting
the head restraint out.
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3.

Pull up the release knob at the top of the seat-back and fold the seat
forward.

AAWARNING

Weight limits shown on the label attached to the driver's
doorjamb must be observed. The total weight of passengers and
cargo must not exceed the total weight limit on the label.

Make sure the rear seat-back latches engage securely when the
seat-back is returned to its normal position.

Always replace the head restraints when the seat-back is
returned to its upright position.

When transporting luggage or other cargo do not pile it higher
than the front seats. This precaution will help prevent such items
from becoming dangerous projectiles in an accident.

Cargo weight should be distributed as far forward as possible for
better vehicle handling.
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Loading the Car

The maximum your car can carry, including passengers, cargo, and
trailer tongue weight, is 950 Ibs (431 kg). This is the Vehicle Capacity
Weight noted on the tire label attached to the driver's doorjamb.

To calculate the car's load capacity, start with 950 Ibs (431 kg). First
subtract 150 Ibs (68 kg) for each person, including the driver. For
example, if there will be five people in the car (750 Ibs, 340 kg), you can
carry up to 200 Ibs (91 kg) of cargo.

If you are towing a trailer, remember to also subtract the trailer tongue
weight (see page 97 ) from the 950 Ibs (431 kg) capacity.

After you have determined how much cargo you can carry, remember
that where you put cargo is also important. Do not load cargo above the
top of the rear seat-back. The maximum you can carry behind the rear
seat is 200 Ibs (91 kg). To maintain a better weight distribution, place
heavier items toward the center of the car.

CAUTION:

* Do not exceed the maximum weight capacity for your car;
overloading may affect vehicle handling and tire life.

* | oad cargo so it will not contact the printed defroster wires in the
rear window. The wires may be damaged if the cargo rubs against
them.
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Cargo Area

A passenger should never sit in the open cargo area while the car is mov-
ing. They should sit in one of the seats and wear their seat belt. With the
rear seats folded, the length of the cargo area is 72 in. (1850 mm). The
width at the tailgate opening is 36 in. (915 mm). The width between the
wheel wells is 30 in. (775 mm). The height of the rear opening is 28 in.
(725 mm).

Storage Compartments
You can store smaller items in any of the
three storage compartments in the cargo
area. Two compartments are under the
carpet, on either side of the tire compart-

ment. The third is in the right side panel.
STORAGE
COMPARTMENT

Tonneau Cover LOCATIONS

When extended, the tonneau cover con-
ceals your parcels and protects them from
direct sunlight. To extend the tonneau
cover, pull the cover's leading edge out of
its housing and slip the brackets over the
hooks provided at both sides of the tail-
gate opening.

To retract the cover, slip the brackets off
the hooks and guide the cover so it rolls
back fully into its housing.

CAUTION: Do not store parcels on the 7o\ \eau
tonneau cover. The tonneau cover may COVER
break if weight is placed on it.
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Cargo Area (cont'd)

Package Net

The package net is intended to restrain only light,
soft items, such as clothing which do not exceed a
total weight of 10 Ibs (4.5 kg).

Grasp the net's leading edge and pull it out of the
tonneau cover housing. Lock the prongs at both
ends of the net into either the floor or ceiling latches.

To store the net, release both prongs from the
latches and let it roll back into the tonneau cover
housing.

You can select from either of two locations
to position the tonneau cover housing unit.
One position is directly behind the rear
seat and the other is halfway between the
rear seat and the tailgate.

To remove the housing unit, depress the

latch on the right end of the unit and pull J
the unit out of the bracket, then pull the op-  HOUSING UNIT 7 %
posite end out of its bracket. LOCATIONS

CAUTION: Make sure all objects in the cargo area are secured,
otherwise they may become projectiles in an accident.

Secure the tonneau cover housing
unit when you are not using it. Use
the two straps located in the right
side floor storage compartment and
strap it to the two floor hooks closest
to the tailgate opening in the cargo
area. If it is not secured, it may be-
come a dangerous projectile in an
accident.

STORAGE
1. Take one strap and loop the free ) o\ FLOOR COMPARTMENT
end through a floor hook. HOOK
2. Place the housing unit on the strap and wrap the strap completely
around it.

3. Slip the free end through the "D" rings, then separate the rings and
slip the strap over one ring and under the other and pull tight. Repeat
this procedure for the other strap and hook.
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Your Occupant Protection System

Your Accord is equipped with seat belts and other features that work
together to protect you and your passengers during a crash.

Seat belts are the most important part of your occupant protection
system. When worn properly, seat belts can reduce the chance of serious
injury or death in a crash.

For added protection during a severe frontal collision, your Accord has
a Supplemental Restraint System (SRS) with a driver's airbag.

Two indicator lights are also part of your safety system. One reminds you
to make sure you and your passengers wear your seat belts. The other
alerts you to a possible problem with your supplemental restraint system
(see page 27).

The seats, head restraints, and door locks also play a role in occupant
safety. For example, reclining the seat-back can decrease the
effectiveness of your seat belt. Head restraints can help protect your neck
and head, especially during rear-end impacts. Door locks help keep your
doors from being accidentally opened during a crash.

To get the maximum protection from your occupant protection system,

check the following before you drive away:

* Everyone in the car is wearing a seat belt properly (see page 18).

+ |Infants and small children are properly secured in child safety seats
(see page 31).

¢ All doors are closed and locked (see page 30).

* Seat-backs are upright and head restraints are properly adjusted (see
page 29).

* There are no loose items that could be thrown around and hurt
someone during a crash or sudden stop (see page 30).

By following these guidelines, you can reduce injuries to yourself and
your passengers in many crash situations. Remember, however, that no
safety system can prevent all injuries or deaths that can occur in severe
crashes.
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The Seat Belt System and How It Works

Why Wear Seat Belts

Wearing seat belts, and wearing them properly, is fundamental to your
safety and the safety of your passengers.

During a crash or emergency stop, seat belts can help keep you from
being thrown against the inside of the car, against other occupants, or out
of the car.

Of course, seat belts cannot completely protect you in every crash. But.
in most cases, seat belts reduce your chance of serious injury. They can
even save your life. That is why many states and all Canadian provinces
require you to wear seat belts.

Not wearing a seat belt increases the chance of being killed or
seriously hurt in a crash.

Be sure you and your passengers always wear seat belts and wear
them properly.

Important Safety Reminders

Seat belts are designed for adults and larger children. All infants and
small children must be properly restrained in child safety seats (see page
31).

A pregnant woman needs to wear a seat belt to protect herself and her
unborn child (see page 23).

Two people should never use the same seat belt. If they do, they could
be very seriously injured in a crash.

Do not place the shoulder portion of a lap/shoulder belt under your arm
or behind your back. This could increase the chance of serious injuries
in a crash.

Do not put shoulder belt pads or other accessories on seat belts. They
can reduce the effectiveness of the belts and increase the chance of
injury.
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Seat Belt System Components

Your Accord has seat belts in all five seating positions. The front seats
and the outside positions of the rear seats have lap/shoulder belts. The
center position of the rear seat has a lap belt.

Your seat belt system also includes a light on the instrument panel to
remind you to fasten your seat belt, and to make sure your passengers
fasten theirs. This light comes on when you turn on the ignition if you have
not fastened your seat belt. A beeper also sounds for several seconds
(see page 43).

The following pages cover more about the seat belt components and
how they work.

Lap/Shoulder Belt

This style of seat belt has a single belt that goes over your shoulder,
across your chest, and across your hips.

Each lap/shoulder belt has an emergency locking retractor. In normal
driving, the retractor lets you move freely in your seat while it keeps some
tension on the belt. During a collision or sudden stop, the retractor
automatically locks the belt to help restrain your body.

\ UPPER
SEAT BELT

ANCHOR

( \ To retractor

BUCKLE /

SHOULDER
PORTION

LATCH
PLATE

LAP PORTION
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The Seat Belt System & How It Works (cont'd)

Lap Belt

The lap belt has one manually-adjusted belt that fits across the hips. It
is similar to safety belts used in airplanes.

LATCH PLATE

BUCKLE

Wearing Seat Belts Properly

You can increase the effectiveness of your seat belts if you take a little
time to read the following pages and make sure you know how to wear
seat belts properly.

Not wearing a seat belt properly increases the chance of serious
injury or death in a crash.

Be sure you and your passengers always wear seat belts and wear
them properly.

18



Wearing a Lap/Shoulder Belt

Before putting on a front seat belt, be sure your seat is adjusted forward

or backward to a good driving or riding position and the back of your seat

is upright (see page 29).

1. Pull the latch plate across your body and insert it into the buckle. Tug
on the belt to make sure the latch is securely locked.

2. Check that the belt is not twisted.

3. Position the lap portion of the belt as low as possible across your
hips, not across your stomach. This lets your strong pelvic bones
take the force of a crash.

19



The Seat Belt System & How It Works (cont'd)

4. Pull up on the shoulder part of the belt to remove any slack. Make
sure the belt goes over your collarbone and across your chest.

5. If the belt crosses your neck, you need to adjust the belt anchor
height or your seating position.

Front seats: Adjust the belt anchor by squeezing the two buttons and
sliding the anchor up or down (it has four positions).

Rear seat: Move toward the center of the seat until the belt fits over
your collarbone.

RELEASE
BUTTON

RELEASE
BUTTON
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To unlatch the seat belt, push the red PRESS button on the buckle. Guide
the belt across your body to the door pillar. If the belt doesn't retract easily,
pull it out and check for twists or kinks.

Wearing The Lap Belt
1. Pull the latch plate across your hips and insert it into the buckle
marked CENTER.

If the belt is too short, hold the latch plate at a right angle and pull to
extend the belt. Insert the latch plate into the buckle.

21



The Seat Belt System & How It Works (cont'd)

2. Position the belt as low as possible across your hips and pelvic
bones, not across your stomach. Pull the loose end of the belt to
adjust for a snug but comfortable fit.

22



Advice For Pregnant Women
Protecting the mother is the bestway to
protect her unborn child. Therefore, a
pregnant woman should wear a
properly-positioned seat belt whenever
she drives or rides in a car.

If possible, use a lap/shoulder seat
belt, remembering to keep the lap
portion as low as possible (see page
19). Each time you have a check-up,
ask your doctor if its okay for you to
drive and how you should position a
lap/shoulder seat bel.

Seat Belt Maintenance
For safety, you should check the condition of your seat belts regularly.

Pull out each belt fully and look for frays, cuts, burns, and wear. Check
that the latches work smoothly and the lap/shoulder belts retract easily.
Any belt not in good condition or not working properly should be replaced.

If a seat belt is worn during a crash, have your dealer replace the belt and
check the anchors for damage.

If your seat belts get dirty, you can use
a soft brush to clean them with a
mixture of mild soap and warm water.
Do not use bleach, dye, or cleaning
solvents. They can weaken the belt
material. Let the belts air-dry before
you use the car.

SEAT BELT
ANCHOR

Dirt build-up in the metal loops of the
seat belt anchors can cause the belts to
retract slowly. Wipe the inside of the
loops with a clean cloth dampened in
mild soap and water.
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Supplemental Restraint System

Pl ‘H‘“‘-\,\

-

All Accords are equipped with a Supplemental Restraint System (SRS)
to help protect your head and chest during a severe frontal collision. This
system does not replace seat belts. It supplements, or adds to, the
protection offered by your seat belt.

Not wearing a seat belt increases the chance of serious injury or
death in a crash, even if you have an airbag.

Be sure you and your passengers always wear seat belts and wear
them properly.
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DRIVER'S
AIRBAG

SENSOR

SENSOR

SRS
CONTROL
UNIT

The main components in your SRS are:

* An airbag in the steering wheel for the driver.

* A diagnostic system that when the ignition is ON (I1) continually
monitors the sensors, control unit, airbag activator, and all related
wiring.

* An indicator light to warn you of a possible problem with the system.

* Emergency power backup in case your car's electrical system is
disconnected in a crash.

Important Safety Reminder

Even with an airbag, you need to wear a seat belt. The reasons are:

* Airbags only inflate in severe frontal collisions. They offer no

protection in rear impacts, side impacts, rollovers, or moderate frontal
collisions.

* An airbag inflates and deflates very quickly. It cannot protect you
during any additional impacts that can occur during a crash.

* A seat belt helps keep you in the proper position when an airbag
inflates. An airbag opens with considerable force, and it can hurt you
if you are not in the proper position.
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Supplemental Restraint System (cont'd)

How the Airbag Works
If you ever have a severe frontal collision, your airbag will instantly inflate
to help protect your head and chest.

When the airbag inflates, you may hear a fairly loud noise and you might
see smoke and powder. This is normal; it is caused by the inflation of the
airbag.

To do its job, the airbag inflates with considerable force. So, while it can
reduce serious injuries and even save your life, the airbag might cause
some facial or other abrasions.

After the bag completely inflates, it immediately starts deflating so it won't
interfere with your visibility, ability to steer, or ability to operate other
controls.
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The airbag is stored in the center of the steering wheel. For safety, do not
attach any items to the steering wheel. They could interfere with the
proper operation of the airbag. Or, if the airbag inflates, they could be
propelled inside the car and hurt someone.

How the SRS Indicator Light Works | SRS

The purpose of the SRS light on your instrument panel is to alert you of
a potential problem with your supplemental restraint system.

Have the system checked if:

¢ The light does not come on when you turn the ignition ON (I 1).
¢ The light stays on after the engine starts.
+ The light comes on or flashes while you are driving.
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Supplemental Restraint System (cont'd)

System Service

Your supplemental restraint system is virtually maintenance free. There
are no parts you can safely service.

You must have the system serviced by an authorized Honda dealer:

* |f your airbag ever inflates. The bag must be replaced. Do not try
to remove or discard the airbag by yourself. This must be done by a
Honda dealer.

* |f the SRS indicator light alerts you of a problem. Have the
supplemental restraint system checked as soon as possible.
Otherwise, your airbag might not inflate when you need it.

* When the car is 10 years old. Get the system inspected. The
production date is on the left rear doorjamb for your convenience.

System Service Precautions
Do not modify your steering wheel or any other part of the supplemental
restraint system. Modifications could make the system ineffective.

Do not tamper with the system components or wiring. This could cause
the airbag to inflate inadvertently, possibly injuring someone very
seriously.

Tell anyone who works on your car that you have a supplemental restraint
system. Failure to follow the procedures and precautions in the official
Honda service manual could result in personal injury or damage to the
system.

Scrapping an entire car that has an uninflated airbag can be dangerous.
Get assistance from a Honda dealer if your car must be scrapped.

If you sell your car, please be sure to tell the new owner that the car has
a supplemental restraint system. Alert them to the information and
precautions in this part of the Owner's Manual.
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Additional Safety Information

Your seat belt and airbag are obviously important parts of your occupant
protection system.

In addition, you should know that sitting upright, adjusting the head
restraints to the proper positions, locking the doors, and stowing things
properly can increase your safety and possibly even save your life.

Seat-back Position
The seat-backs should be in an upright position for you and your
passengers to get the most protection from the seat belts.

If you recline a seat-back, you reduce the protective capability of your
seat belt. The farther a seat-back is reclined, the greater the risk that you
will slide under the belt in a severe crash and be very seriously injured.

For information on how to adjust the seat-back, see page 8.

Head Restraint Position

The head restraint can help protect you from whiplash and other injuries.
For the best protection, the top of the head rest should be even with the
top of your ears, or as high as possible. For instructions on how to adjust
the head restraints, see page 9.
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Additional Safety Information (cont'd)

Door Locks

It is not safe to leave your car doors unlocked. A passenger, especially
a child, could open a door and accidentally fall out. Also, there is a greater
chance of being thrown out of the car during a crash when the doors are
not locked.

Storing Cargo Safely

Before you drive, make sure you first securely store or tie down any items
that could be thrown around the car and hurt someone, or interfere with
your ability to operate the controls.

Do not put any items on top of the tonneau cover. They can block your
view and they could be thrown about the car in a crash.

Be sure to keep compartment doors closed when the car is moving. If a
front passenger hits the door of an open glove box, for example, he could
injure his knees.

Driving With Pets

Loose pets can be a hazard while you are driving. An unrestrained pet
can interfere with your ability to drive the car. In a crash or sudden stop,
loose pets or cages can be thrown around inside the car and hurt you or
your passengers. It is also for their safety that pets should be properly
restrained in your car.

The recommended way to restrain a medium-sized or larger dog is with
a special traveling harness. This harness can be secured to the rear seat
with a seat belt. Travel harnesses are available at pet stores.

A small dog, cat, or other small animal will be safest in a rigid-sided pet
carrier. Choose a style that allows you to secure it to the car's seat by
routing a seat belt through the carrier's handle.

For further information, contact your veterinarian or local animal
protection society.
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Child Safety

Child Safety

Children depend on adults to protect them. To help make sure we do,
every state and Canadian province has laws requiring infants and young
children to be properly restrained whenever they ride in a car.

AWARNING

An infant or child who is not properly restrained can be killed or
seriously injured in a crash.

Be sure any child too small for seat belts is properly secured in a
child restraint.

Where Should Children Sit?

According to accident statistics, children of all sizes and ages are safer
when they are properly restrained in the rear seat rather than the front
seat.

We recommend that, whenever possible, you secure your child's infant
or toddler seat in the center position of the rear seat with the lap belt.

We also recommend that any child who is too large to use an infant or
toddler seat ride in one of the outside positions of the rear seat. The child
should then wear the lap/shoulder belt properly for protection.
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Child Safety (cont'd)

Important Safety Reminders

Never hold a baby or child on your lap when riding in a car. If you are
wearing your seat belt, the violent forces created during a crash will tear
the child from your arms. The child could be seriously hurt or killed.

Ifyou are holding a child and not wearing a seat belt in a crash, you could
crush the child against the inside of the car.

Never put your seat belt over yourself and a child. During a crash, the belt
could press deep into the child, and cause serious internal injuries.

Two children should never use the same seat belt. If they do, they could
be very seriously injured in a crash.

If you are driving with small children in the car, you should use the
childproof door locks to prevent them from opening the rear doors (see

page 7).

General Guidelines for Restraining Children Under 40 Pounds
Use an approved child seat. The seat must meet Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standard 213 (FMVSS-213) or Canadian Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards. Look for the manufacturer's statement of compliance on the
box and seat.

Use a seat of the right size. Make sure the seat fits your child. Check
the seat manufacturer's instructions and labels for height and weight
limits.

Secure the child seat to the car. All approved child seats are designed
to be secured in the car seat by the lap belt or the lap belt portion of a
lap/shoulder belt. A child whose seat is not properly secured to the car
can be endangered in a crash.

To properly route a seat belt through a child seat, follow the seat maker's
instructions. If you use a lap/shoulder belt, be sure you install a locking
clip on the belt (see page 36).

Secure the child in the child seat. Make sure the infant or child is firmly
secured to the child seat. Use the straps provided, and carefully follow
the manufacturer's instructions.
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Restraining an Infant Who Weighs Less Than 20 Pounds (9kg)
An infant up to about 20 pounds (9 kg) must be restrained in an infant seat
or a convertible seat designed for a baby. Because infants must ride in

a reclining position, be sure the infant seat always faces the REAR of the
car as shown.

We recommend that, whenever possible, you put the infant seat in the
center position of the rear seat and secure it to the car with the lap belt.

If you decide to put an infant seat in any other seating position, you must
use a locking clip with the car's lap/shoulder belt (see page 36).
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Child Safety (cont'd)

Restraining a Child Who Weighs Between 20 and 40 Pounds
(9-18 kg)

Toddler seats are designed for children who weigh between 20 and 40
pounds (9-18 kg). The preferred place to put a toddler seat is in the center

position of the rear seat. Use the car's lap belt to secure the seat to the
car.

If you decide to put atoddler seat in any other seating position, you must
use a locking clip on the car's lap/shoulder belt (see page 36).
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Restraining a Child Who Weighs Over 40 Pounds (18 kg)

We recommend that, whenever possible, a child who has outgrown a
toddler seat ride in one of the outside positions of the rear seat and use
a lap/shoulder belt.

Put the lap/shoulder belt on your child and check its fit. The shoulder belt
should fit over the collarbone and across the chest. The lap belt should
sit low on your child's hips, not across the stomach.

If the shoulder belt crosses the neck, have your child move toward the
center of the rear seat until the belt fits properly. If the belt still crosses
the child's neck, you should use a booster seat.

Several styles of booster seats are available. We recommend a design
that allows the child to use the car's lap/shoulder belt.

Whichever style you select, follow the booster seat manufacturer's
instructions.
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Child Safety (cont'd)

Using a Seat Belt Locking Clip

Always use a seat belt locking clip when you secure a child seat to your
car with a lap/shoulder belt. This helps prevent the child seat from shifting
position or overturning.

A locking clip is usually included with the child seat. If you need a clip,
contact the seat's manufacturer or a store that sells child restraints.

To install a locking clip, do the following:

1. Place the child restraint in the desired position. Route the
lap/shoulder belt through the restraint according to the seat
manufacturer's instructions.

2. Insertthe latch plate into the buckle. Pull on the shoulder part of the
belt to make sure there is no slack in the lap portion.

3. Tightly grasp the belt near the latch plate. Pinch both parts of the belt
together so they won't slip through the latch plate. Unbuckle the seat
belt.

4. Install the locking clip as shown. Position the clip as close as possible
to the latch plate.

5. Insert the latch plate into the buckle. Push and pull on the child seat
to verify that it is held firmly in place. If it is not, repeat these steps
until the restraint is secure.
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Using Child Restraints With Tethers
Your Honda has three attachment
points for tether-style child seats.
Remove the cover from the desired
attachment point, shown in the
illustration, then install the tether ===
hardware that came with the child
seat. Tighten the bolt to:

16 Ib.ft (22 N.m, 2.2 kg.m)

If you are not sure how to install the
bracket, have it installed by your TETHER

Honda dealer. ' 7 ATTAGHMENT
POINTS

If you need an anchor plate and
mounting hardware, you can obtain
them by writing to:

American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
Consumer Affairs

1919 Torrance Blvd.

Torrance, CA 90501-2746

CHILD SEAT
ANCHOR PLATE

Canadian Cars

The anchor plate and mounting hardware for
a top tether are supplied with the car. When
installing, make sure the toothed washer is
on the bottom of the bolt.

The supplied anchor plate is designed only
for mounting a child restraint. Do not use it for
any other purpose.

Storing a Child Seat

When you are not using an infant seat or other child restraint, either
remove it or make sure it is properly secured so it cannot be thrown
around the car during a crash.
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Anti-lock Brake System (ABS)

Anti-lock Brakes (US:EX, Canada: EX-R)

Your car is equipped with an Anti-lock Braking System (ABS). This
system helps you to maintain stopping and steering control. It does this
by helping to prevent the wheels from locking up during hard braking.

The ABS is always "ON." It requires no special effort or driving technique.
You will feel a pulsation in the brake pedal when the ABS activates.

Activation varies with the amount of traction your tires have. On dry
pavement, you will need to press on the brake pedal very hard before you
feel the pedal pulsation, that means the ABS has activated.

However, you may feel the ABS activate immediately if you are trying to
stop on snow or ice.

Under all conditions, the ABS is helping to prevent the wheels from
locking during hard braking so you can maintain steering control. You
should continue to press on the brake pedal with the same force.

You may feel a slight movement of the brake pedal just after you start the
engine. This is the ABS working.

The ABS is self-checking. If anything goes wrong, the
ABS indicator on the instrument panel comes on (see | ABS
page 45). This means the Anti-lock function of the braking
system has shut down. The brakes still work like a conventional system
providing normal stopping ability. You should have the dealer inspect
your car as soon as possible.

The ABS works by comparing the speed of the wheels. When replacing
tires, use the same size originally supplied with the car. Tire size and
construction can affect wheel speed and may cause the system to work
inconsistently.

A car with an ABS may require a longer distance to stop on loose or
uneven surfaces than an equivalent car without ABS. The ABS cannot
make up for road conditions or bad judgment. It is still your responsibility
to drive at reasonable speeds for weather and traffic conditions and to
leave a margin of safety.

CAUTION: Be careful not to damage the wiring or the speed
sensors at the back of each wheel when removing mud or snow
from the wheel housings.
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Gauges

Speedometer

US Cars: The speed is indicated in miles per hour (outer scale) and
kilometers per hour (inner scale).

Canada Cars: The speed is indicated in kilometers per hour (outer
scale) and miles per hour (inner scale).

Odometer
The numbers on the odometer indicate miles (US cars) or kilometers
(Canada cars).

The odometer registers total distance traveled and serves as your guide
for determining when periodic maintenance is due.

US Cars: Federal law makes it illegal to alter the odometer of any motor
vehicle with the intent to change the number of miles indicated.

Trip Meter
The numbers on the trip meter indicate miles (US cars) or kilometers
(Canada cars).

The trip meter can be returned to zero by pushing in the reset button. Use
the trip meter to check fuel consumption or distance traveled per trip.

Tachometer

The tachometer indicates engine speed in revolutions per minute. The
beginning of the RED ZONE indicates the maximum allowable engine
R.P.M. Do not run the engine with the tachometer indicator needle in the
RED ZONE.

Fuel Gauge
FUEL TANK CAPACITY: Approx. 17.0 US gal (64.5 ¢ , 14.2 Imp. gal)

As a convenience, the gauge continues to show the same fuel level as
when the ignition was last on. After refueling, the gauge will slowly
change to the new fuel level when the ignition is switched on.

When the needle indicates E (empty), a usable reserve of about 1.1 US
gal (4 ¢, 0.9 Imp. gal) remains in the tank.
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Coolant Temperature Gauge

Do not remove the radiator cap when the engine is hot.
The coolant is under pressure and may blow out and scald you.

This gauge shows the temperature of the engine coolant. During normal
operation, the needle should stay in the middle of the white range. Under
severe driving conditions, such as hot weather or driving uphill for a long
period, the needle may rise toward the upper section of the white range.

Ifthe needle reaches the red line at "H" (Hot), pull safely off the road and
stop the engine.

Wait until the engine is cool and check the coolant level in the reserve tank
on the passenger side of the radiator under the hood (see pages
115-116).
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Indicator Lights

US Car
Shown:

L III $_~
o
s
o
Shift Lever Position Indicator (Automatic Transmission Only)

A lighted indicator between the fuel and water temperature gauges
shows which gear you have selected.

D 4 | D4 Indicator Light (Automatic Transmission Only)

The D4 indicator light in the instrument panel also serves a second
function. If the light flashes while driving (in any gear range) it indicates
a possible malfunction in the transmission; avoid rapid acceleration and
have the transmission checked by an authorized Honda dealer as soon
as possible.

<@ o | Turn Signal/Hazard Indicator Lights

When the turn signal lever is pushed for left or right turns, the appropriate
green indicator arrow on the instrument panel will blink along with the
signal. Turning on the hazard warning switch makes all turn signals and
both arrows blink (see page 53).

D Headlight High Beam Indicator Light

This blue indicator light will go on whenever the high beams are switched
on (see page 52).

Canada Cars:
Itwill also go on with a reduced brightness when Daytime Running Lights
(DRL) are on (see pages 45 and 54).

CRUISE

controL | Cruise Control Indicator Light

When the cruise control system is engaged, this indicator light is on (see
page 55).
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iﬂ Low Fuel Light

If the light glows, it means you have about 2.6 US gal (10.0 £, 2.2 Imp.
gal) or less fuel remaining and should refuel.

us Canada
BRAKE | () () Parking Brake/Brake Failure Light

Check the brake light every time you start the car. With the parking brake
set. the warning light should go on when the ignition switch is turned to
the "l I"or"l I 1" position. With the parking brake released, the light should
go on when the ignition switch isturned to "l | I". Ifthe light goes on at any
other time, it means the brake fluid level in the master cylinder reservoir
is too low; add fluid (see page 119) and have your dealer check for leaks
immediately. Make sure the parking brake is released and the light is off
before driving away.

g Seat Belt Warning Light

The seat belt warning light comes on when the ignition switch is turned
on and the driver's belt is not fastened. The light will turn off only when
the driver's belt is fastened.

{7 | Low Oil Pressure Light

A severe fluctuation in engine oil pressure will cause this light to flash on
and off.

The low oil pressure light will come on, and remain on, if there is
insufficient oil pressure or when the ignition switch is turned on with the
engine not running. If the light should come on while driving pull off the
road safely and stop the car. When the engine has cooled down, check
the oil level, and add oil if necessary (see page 110).

Even if the oil level is correct, the engine should be checked by a Honda
dealer before the car is driven again.

CAUTION: Runningthe engine while the low oil pressure light is on
constantly may cause immediate and severe engine damage.

NOTE: The low oil pressure light will only light as a result of low oil
pressure. It is not directly an oil level indicator.
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Indicator Lights (cont'd)

Charging System Light

The charging system warning light comes on when there is a problem
with the electrical charging system or when the ignition switch is turned
on with the engine not running. If the light comes on while driving, stop
the car, turn off the engine and check the alternator belt for proper
tension. With the engine turned off, push down on the middle of the belt
as shown; it should have 0.4 - 0.5 in. (10-12 mm) deflection under a
force of 22 1b (98 N).

B WARNING

» If the engine has been running, some engine components may
be hot enough to burn you.

»* Keep hands away from the radiator fan. The fan may start
automatically without warning and run for up to 15 minutes, even
after the engine is turned off.

NOTE: If necessary, have the charging system checked by an
authorized Honda dealer.

uUs Canada
D US: Malfunction Indicator Lamp
Canada: Check Engine Indicator Light
This light comes on for a couple of seconds each time the ignition is
turned on. It will also come on, and remain on, if there is a malfunction
in the emission control system. If the light comes on while driving, avoid

driving at high speed, and have the system checked by a Honda dealer
as soon as possible.
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SRS j Supplemental Restraint System Indicator Light

When the key is turned to the "II" position, the SRS indicator light will
come on for about six seconds, to show normal system operation, and
then turn off. See Supplemental Restraint System section on pages
24 - 27.

Canada

DRL 1| Daytime Running Lights (DRL) Indicator Light

This light comes on when the ignition switch is ON (position 11), the
headlight switch OFF and the parking brake set. This indicates that the
"Daytime Running Lights" are off. The indicator light goes off when the
parking brake is released. If the parking brake is reapplied without
switching the ignition off, the indicator light will remain off. See page 54.

If the light does not go off when the parking brake is released with the
ignition ON, or if it comes on while driving, it indicates a burned out
high-beam bulb.

Have the bulb checked and replaced by your Honda dealer.

Anti-lock Brake System (ABS) Light
ABS (US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

The ABS warning light will come on, and remain on, if there is a
malfunction in the ABS or when the ignition switch is turned on with the
engine not running. If the light comes on while driving, stop the car at a
safe place and shut off the engine. If the light does not go out or lights
again while driving, have the system checked by an authorized Honda
dealer as soon as possible.

NOTE:

+ The light does not indicate a failure of the normal brake system. The
light only indicates a malfunction in the ABS. In such a case, the ABS
is automatically shut down but normal braking capability continues.

+ After jump starting the car, there is a possibility that the ABS warning
light may come on due to insufficient battery voltage. After the battery
is sufficiently recharged and the engine is turned off and restarted, the
ABS warning light should indicate that the ABS is OK, by coming on
for a few seconds each time the engine is started. If the light remains
on after recharging, have it checked by a Honda dealer.
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Indicator Lights (cont'd)

Door and Lamp Monitor Lights

FBRAKE LAMP!

L i

Door and Tailgate Monitor Lights

If a door or the tailgate is open when the ignition is switched on, the
appropriate indicator will light, and stay lit, until the door or tailgate is
closed.

BRAKE LAMP 1 Brake Lamp Monitor Light

If a brake light does not work, the BRAKE LAMP indicator will go on when
you push the brake pedal while the ignition is ON; the indicator will stay
on until you have the light repaired or replaced. Have the brake lights
checked as soon as possible.

It is dangerous to drive your car with a problem in
either the brake electrical or hydraulic systems; have your dealer
check both systems if you suspect brake trouble.

Checking the Door and Lamp Monitor Light

The door, tailgate, and brake lamp monitor lights should come on for
about two seconds when the ignition switch is turned on. If they don't,
have the system checked by a Honda dealer.
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Maintenance Indicator

When the total mileage of your car approaches the specified
maintenance interval for engine oil and filter change or other required
service, the indicator will change from green to yellow. The indicator will
change to red if it is not reset before you reach the mileage interval. The
indicator marked MAINTENANCE REQUIRED is to be used as a reminder
that there are items in addition to the engine oil and filter that require
service each 7,500 miles (12,000 km). See the maintenance schedule on
page 106. After the maintenance is done, be sure to reset the indicator
by inserting the ignition key in the slot. The color of the indicator will
change to green and repeat its cycle.

1

Do not reset the maintenance indicator while driving;
your hand may impair steering, which can result in an accident.
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Tilt Steering

The steering wheel position can be adjusted to suit the driver's
preference.

1. Push the lever located under the
dash, on the left side of the
steering column, all the way down
and hold it while adjusting the
steering wheel to the desired
position.

2. Hold the steering wheel in the
desired position and pull the lever
all the way up to lock it in place.

AAWARNING

* Do not adjust the steering wheel position while driving.

* After adjusting the steering wheel position, make sure it is
securely locked in place by "rocking” it up and down slightly.
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Windshield Wipers/\Washer

Windshield Wipers
Turn the switch to INT for intermittent operation; LO for low speed
operation and HI for high speed operation.

In fog or very light rain, push the lever down to the MIST position for
temporary high speed operation of the wipers. The wipers will return to
the rest position and the motor will shut off as soon as you release the
lever.

Windshield Washer

Pull the wiper switch lever toward you to turn on the washer.
The windshield wipers will sweep when the washer is operated.

REAR WINDSHIELD

WINDOW WIPER/ WIPER SWITCH
WASHER

TURN FOR
SWITCH \ WINDSHIELD
o WIPER
OPERATION

PUSH DOWN
FOR MIST
FRONT OPERATION
WASHER
OPERATION
ONLY

In freezing weather, warm the windshield with the defrosters before using
the washer. This will help prevent icing which could seriously impair
visibility.

Rear Window Wiper/Washer 'jj o ol
Turn the switch "ON" to activate the rear Rear Washer Only

windshield wiper. To use the wiper and

washer, turn and hold the switch one OFF

position up from ON. To use only the

washer, turn and hold the switch one ON  Rear Wiper Only
position down from OFF. The rear

window washer uses the same fluid I:f:' R%e;r g\rllper and
reservoir as the front washer.
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Windshield Washer Fluid/Defogger

Check the washer fluid regularly, especially during bad weather, or
whenever the washer has been in frequent use. The float in the neck of
the reservoir indicates the fluid level.

WINDSHIELD WASHER RESERVOIR CAPACITY:
44 US qt (4.2 £,3.7 Imp qt).

Use a good quality commercial washer fluid for all-weather cleaning.

WASHER FLUID RESERVOIR

I

CAUTION:

* Do not use radiator antifreeze in the windshield washer; it will
damage the paint.

* Do not use a vinegar/water combination in the windshield
washer; it will damage the pump.

* Prolonged operation of thewasher without fluid may damage the
pump.

Rear Window Defogger

Push the switch to turn the defogger
on or off. The indicator will light when
the defoggeris on.

The defogger will turn  off
automatically 25 minutes after it is
turned on.

CAUTION:

¢ When cleaning the inside of the rear window, be careful not to
damage the printed heater wires on the rear window. Wipe the
window horizontally along the wires, not up and down.

* Load cargo so it does not contact the printed heater wires on the
rear window. The wires may be damaged if cargo rubs against
them.
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Mirrors

Rearview Mirrors

Keep the inside and outside mirrors /
clean and adjusted for best visibility.

Be sure to adjust mirror angles

before you start driving.

The inside mirror has day and night ——

positions. The night position ‘\

reduces glare from the headlights of - DAY/NIGHT
vehicles behind you. Flip the small == ,_?AI\DBJUSTMENT

tab on the bottom of the mirror
forward or backward to select day or
night position.

Power Mirrors

With the ignition switch in the "l1" position, move the main switch to L (for
driver's side) or R (for passenger's side), then use the adjustment switch
to adjust the outside mirrors to the correct angle.

After the mirrors have been adjusted, return the main switch to the center
(OFF) position.

NOTE: Be sure to adjust mirror angles before you start driving.

MAIN SWITCH

ADJ USTMEN//.

SWITCH

Manual Mirrors

(DX)

The outside mirrors can be adjusted
by moving the knob located on each
door (driver's side only for U.S. cars).
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Lights

Turn Signals

Push the turn signal lever down to
signal a left turn, and up for a right turn.
The indicator and appropriate signal
lights will blink. The lever will return
automatically to its original position
when the steering wheel is returned to
straight ahead.

For lane changing you can signal by pushing the lever part way up or
down (to the first stop) and holding it there; the lever will return to its
original position when you release it.

If either turn signal indicator lights up but does not blink, blinks faster than
usual or does not light up at all, check for a burned out bulb or fuse.

Headlights

Turn the light switch to the first position

o for taillights, side marker lights,
parking lights, and instrument panel
lights. Turn to the second position &
to illuminate the headlights.

If the driver's door is opened when the light switch is turned to either "on"
position, a chime will sound to remind you to turn off your lights.

High Beam/Low Beam Switch

The headlights may be switched
between low beam and high beam by
pulling the turn signal lever towards
you. The blue high beam indicator light
in the instrument panel will be on when
the high beam is on.

Headlight Flasher
To flash the headlights, pull lightly on the turn signal lever and release.
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Hazard Warning System

This system should be used only when
your car is stopped under emergency
or hazardous conditions. To activate,
push the hazard warning switch (A.).
The front and rear turn signals will blink
simultaneously and both indicator
lights will flash.

Push the switch (A) again to turn the
system off.

CAUTION: Be sure to push the switch all the way off when the
hazard warning is no longer required, or the turn signals will not
work properly.

Panel Brightness Control

The intensity of the instrument lights
can be adjusted when the light switch
is in either of the two "ON" positions.
Push the button so it pops out, then turn
the panel brightness control knab.

Ignition Switch Light //
This light illuminates the switch when /\

the driver's door is opened and
remains on for several seconds after R

the driver's door is closed.
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Lights (cont'd)

Interior Light

The interior light has a three position
switch. The light is off all the time in the
OFF position. In the middle position, it
goes on only when a door is opened. In
the ON position, it is on all the time.

Cargo Area Light

The cargo area light has a three
position switch. Inthe "ON" position the
light remains on. In the middle position,
it goes on only when the tailgate is
opened. In the "OFF" position, the light
will not come on.

Daytime Running Lights (Canadian Cars)

With the ignition ON (position II) and the headlight switch OFF, the high
beam headlights will come on at one-half power when the parking brake
is released. This type of lighting is called "Daytime Running Lights" or
DRL. The DRL turns off when you turn the ignition switch off.

If the parking brake is reapplied without switching the ignition off, the
"Daytime Running Lights" will remain on.
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Cruise Control

Cruise Control

Cruise control allows you to maintain a set speed above 25 mph (40
km/h) without keeping your foot on the accelerator pedal. It is not
recommended for conditions such as city driving, winding roads, slippery
roads, heavy rain, or bad weather. You should have full control of the car
under those conditions.

Improper use of the cruise control can lead to acrash.
Use the cruise control only when traveling on open highways in
good weather.

CAUTION: The cruise control, as it operates, moves the
accelerator pedal. You can damage your car's accelerator
mechanism by resting your foot under the pedal and blocking the
movement.

To Set the Cruise Control:

Push the CRUISE CONTROL master

switch to the left of the steering

column. The indicator switch will {l: M
light.

Accelerate to the desired cruising
speed above 25 mph (40 km/h).
Press and hold the SET/decel
button on the steering wheel until
the CRUISE CONTROL light on the
instrument panel comes on.

This shows the system is now
activated. The set speed may vary RESUME
slightly, particularly on hills.

To Change the Set Speed:
To increase the set cruising speed:

* Press and hold the RESUME/
accel button. The car will
accelerate slowly. Release the
button when the desired speed is
reached.

* Push on the accelerator pedal.
Accelerate to the desired
cruising speed and press the SET
SET/decel button.
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Cruise Control

To decrease the set cruising speed:

* Press and hold the SET/decel button. The car will decelerate. Release
the button when the desired speed is reached.

* Tap the brake or clutch pedal lightly with your foot. The CRUISE
CONTROL light on the instrument panel will go out. When the car slows
to the desired speed, press the SET/decel button. The car will then
maintain the desired speed.

Even with the cruise control turned on, you can still use the accelerator
pedal to speed up for passing. After completing the pass, take your foot
off the accelerator pedal. The car will return to the set cruising speed.

Resting your foot on the brake or the clutch pedal will cause the cruise
control to cancel.

To Cancel the Cruise Control:
Any of these actions cause the cruise control to cancel.

* Tap the brake or clutch pedal.
* Press the SET/decel and RESUME/accel buttons at the same time.
* Press the Cruise Control Master Switch.

When you tap the brake or clutch pedal, or press the SET and RESUME
buttons at the same time, the CRUISE CONTROL light on the instrument
panel will go out and the car will begin to slow down. You can use the
accelerator pedal in the normal way.

If you use the brake or clutch pedal to cancel cruise control, the system
retains the previously-set cruising speed. To return to that speed,
accelerate to above 25 mph (40 km/h) and press the RESUME/accel
button until the CRUISE CONTROL light comes on. The car will accelerate
to the same cruising speed as before.

If you cancel the CRUISE CONTROL by pressing the SET and RESUME
buttons at the same time, the previously-set cruising speed is erased. To
use the cruise control, accelerate to the desired cruising speed and press
the SET/decel button.

Pressing the Cruise Control Master Switch turns the system completely
off and erases the previous cruising speed from memory. To use the
system again, see page 55.
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Hood and Parking Brake

Hood

To release the hood latch, pull back on
the handle located under the dash on
the driver's side.

The hood latch is spring-loaded, so the hood will pop up slightly. Release
the safety catch under the front center of the hood by pushing the
rubber-tipped handle up. Lift the hood and prop it open with the support
rod. To close, take the support rod down, place it back in its holder, lower
the hood until it is approximately one foot (30 cm) from the closed
position, then let it drop. Be sure the hood is securely latched before
driving away.

Parking Brake

To apply the parking brake, pull up
on the lever. To release it, pull up
slightly, push the button, and lower
the lever; when fully released, the
BRAKE(US cars),or gqpe» (Canadian
cars) warning light will go out.
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Power Windows

The power windows can be operated
when the ignition switch is in the "I I"
position.

The operation of the windows is
controlled by the main switch located
in the master control panel on the arm
rest of the driver's door. When the
main switch is off, only the driver's
door window can be opened and
closed. When the main switch is on,
all door windows can be opened and
closed by the driver, using the
appropriate switch in the master
control panel, and the passenger
windows can be opened and closed
by the passengers, using the switch
located on each passenger door.

When opening or closing a window,
push and hold either the "up" or
"down" side of the switch until the
window reaches the desired position,
then release.

NOTE: The driver's window can be
opened fully, without the driver
having to hold the switch down,
simply by pushing the switch past the
first "stop."

DRIVER'S ,
WINDOW ———=%—

SWITCH

MAIN

PASSENGER'S WINDOW

Power Window Key-Off Operation

The power windows can still be operated for about 10 minutes after the
ignition is turned from the "I 1" to the "1" or "0" position as long as neither

front door has been opened.

+ Be sure, before closing any windows, that all hands, arms and
other obstructions are clear of the window frame and glass;
severe personal injury could result.

+ Always keep the main switch in the off position when children are

in the car; injury may result from unintentional

operation.
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Glove Box and Clock

Glove Box
Open by pulling the handle. Close with
a firm push.

The glove box door can be locked by
using the master key or the remote
access key (US: EX, Canada: EX-R).
The glove box light will go on when the
glove box door is opened and the
headlights or parking lights are on.

Do not drive the car
with the glove box door open; it
could cause injury in an accident.

Digital Clock

The time is displayed continuously when the ignition is switched to "I I
or "l I 1" position. At all other times, push in on the lid to display the time.

To adjust the time with the key in the "I I" position:

1. Lower the lid.

2. Push the minute button (M) and
hold it until the numbers advance to
the desired minutes.

3. Push the hour (H) button and hold
it until the numbers advance to the
desired hour. -

4. The RESET button allows you to synchronize your clock to the closest
hour. If the time on the clock is before the half hour, pressing the
RESET button will return the time to the previous hour. If the time is
beyond the half hour, the RESET button will change the time to the
next hour.

NOTE: Be careful not to push the H, M, or RESET buttons accidentally.
Pushing any of them will change the clock’s time setting.

e LID
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Beverage Holder

Your car is equipped with a beverage holder for use while the car is
stopped. Drinking while driving or driving with a beverage in the holder
may be hazardous. To open the beverage holder, push on the tray. Do
not pull the tray, it will damage the mechanism.

NOTE: Use only lidded cups or containers that fit snugly in the beverage
holder.

+ Spilling even a small amount while driving, especially if the liquid
is hot, may distract the driver's attention from the road and could
result in a serious collision.

+ Alcohol and driving don't mix. For your safety, and the safety of
others, do not drink and drive.
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Cigarette Lighter and Ashtrays

Cigarette Lighter

With the ignition in the "lI" or "llI"
position, push the lighter in to heat it up.
The lighter will automatically release
when the element is hot. DO NOT hold
the lighter in while it is heating up, it
may overheat and damage the lighter
and the heating element.

Front Ashtray

Open the ashtray by pulling its bottom
edge toward you. To remove it, pull it
out further while pushing down on the
spring-loaded plate inside.

Rear Ashtray

The rear ashtray is located at the rear
of the center console. It is opened by
pulling out the top edge. To remove it
open the ashtray and release its bottom
edge by pulling up, then out. To install,
reverse the removal procedure.

To remove, pull up and out.

CAUTION: Do not use the ashtrays as trash containers; use them
only for extinguished cigarettes. Putting lit cigarettes or matches
in an ashtray with other combustible materials may cause a fire.

61



Heating and Cooling

The vents, heater and air conditioning (A/C) are combined in one system;
adjusting four basic controls to different settings can provide a full range
of interior temperatures for safe and comfortable driving.

Ventilation

The flow-through ventilation system provides fresh air to the interior
when the car is moving even with the windows closed. When the car is
stopped, turn on the fan to draw outside air into the car.

NOTE: For proper air flow, the flow-through vents must not be covered.
Keep the air inlet at the base of the windshield free of leaves or other
debris.

AIR INLET

Adjust the panel controls to direct cool or warm outside air throughout the
car.




Dash Vents
The corner vents can be used for flow-through ventilation when the car
is moving or while the heater or air conditioning is turned on.

The corner and center vents can be tilted up or down, and their louvers
turned right or left, to change the direction of air flow.

The amount of air flow from the corner and center vents can be controlled
by the dial located beside each vent.

CENTER VENTS .
=== —_— SIDE

SIDE DEFROSTER

DEFROSTER

WINDSHIELD
DEFROSTER

DASH VENT

CORNER

VENT
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Heating and Cooling (cont'd)

What the Controls Do:

FUNCTION BUTTONS AND

TEMPERATURE
CONTROL DIAL INDICATOR LIGHTS

FAN SWITCH

FRESH AIR BUTTON /AIR CONDITIONING BUTTON

RECIRCULATION BUTTON

Fan Switch
Turning the dial clockwise increases the fan speed.

Whenever the fan is switched on, air flows from the dash corner vents
regardless of the function button selected.

Function Buttons
Push the appropriate button to select air flow from the heater, defroster
and dash vents.

There is an indicator light above each function button that comes on when
the button is pushed.

Temperature Control Dial
Turn the dial clockwise to make air warmer.
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Air Conditioning Switch
With the fan on, push the A/C button to operate the air conditioning. The
indicator light will come on.

Push the button again to turn off the air conditioning.

Fresh Air (£59) and Recirculation ( 4f%) Buttons
When the £<) button is pushed, the indicator light will go on and
outside air will be circulated inside the car.

When the «fR® button is pushed, the indicator light comes on, outside
air is shut off and the air inside the car is recirculated.

If the heater or air conditioning is on and you want to warm up or cool
down the interior more quickly, or keep smoke or dust out of the car
without losing the heat or cool function, simply push the #f&3 button.

= ===l
NGEEEE
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NOTE: The windows may become fogged if the system is in
the 4B setting for an extended period of time with the air conditioning
off. As soon as the interior is warm, switch to thec:‘g\,'l setting.

How to Use the Controls

To Ventilate

Turn the temperature control dial counterclockwise and push the
&2 and WP buttons. Switch the fan on and outside air will flow
through the corner and center vents. To change air distribution, switch to
the wd position and outside air will also flow from the heater ducts at
the floor level.
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Heating and Cooling (cont'd)

To Cool With Air Conditioning (A/C)

To cool the car down quickly, start the engine, turn the fan to high, push
the A/C button and open the windows briefly. Then close the windows,
turn the temperature control dial counterclockwise all the way, select the
¢/ position and push the « button on, so inside air will recirculate
to the air conditioning for maximum cooling.

When the interior has cooled sufficiently, switch the fan to the desired
speed, then change to the €< setting to direct fresh (outside) air to
the air conditioning.

When using the air conditioning in heavy traffic, or while driving up long
hills, watch the coolant temperature gauge: if the needle moves near the
"H" end of the scale, turn the air conditioner off by pushing the A/C button;
leave it off until the needle goes back into the middle of the scale.

=]+
=) Gz
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To Heat
Switch the fan on. Turn the temperature control dial clockwise, select the
“f’. position, and warmed air will begin flowing from the floor outlet.

A small amount of warmed air will also flow from the windshield defroster
vent.

To warm up the interior quickly, push in the 3 button so the inside
air will be recirculated to the heater.

If the windows begin to fog while heating in the 3 setting, switch to
to allow outside air to enter.
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Heating and Cooling (cont'd)

To Dehumidify With Air Conditioning (A/C)

Because air conditioning dehumidifies as it works, you can use it in cool
or cold weather to help defog the windows. Just switch the fan on, push
the A/C button on, selectthe desired function and adjust the temperature
control dial to a comfortable setting.

NOTE: This setting is desirable for most operating conditions in ambient
temperatures above approximately 32°F (0°C).

To Defrost
To defrost or defog the windshield and door windows, turn the
temperature control dial clockwise, select 7 function and switch the

fanon.
If there is actual frost on the windows, first select the «f@@® position.

If the windows are fogged, select the <) setting. Warmed air will then
flow from the windshield and side defroster vents.
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For extra door window defrosting or defogging, select either the ‘M
.E;,’ ,or 7 function, switch to the CS:; setting, and turn the fan on.

Air will flow to the side door windows from the vents at each end of the
dash when the vertical fins of the dash corner vents are pointed toward
the windows, and the horizontal fins are moved upward.

SIDE WINDOW
DEFROSTER

VERTICAL FIN

ADJUSTMENT CONTROL
DASH CORNER VENT

After the windows are defrosted, you may wish to retain the s‘;.’ or
s,} mode for more comfort. Turning the temperature control dial
counterclockwise will reduce the temperature of the air exiting the dash
corner vents without appreciably affecting the heat to your leg and foot
area. Continue to adjust the temperature and fan speed to find the most
comfortable setting.

To Turn Everything OFF
Turn the temperature control dial counterclockwise all the way, turn the
fan switch off and push the & button on.

NOTE: This setting should be used only for the first few minutes of
driving in cold weather to prevent cold air from entering the car. Under
normal operating conditions, the fan should always be kept ON to prevent
the accumulation of stale air in the system.
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Moonroof (Except US: LX)

The moonroof can be operated with the ignition switch inthe " 1" position.
To open or close the moonroof, push and hold the switch. Release the
switch when the moonroof reaches the desired position. Do not hold the
switch on after the moonroof has fully opened or closed, or you may
damage the moonroof motor.

POP-UP WIND
DEFLIECTOR

* Do not allow any part of your body to extend through the
moonroof while the vehicleis in motion. In the event of acollision
or sudden application of the brakes, severe personal injury
could result.

+ To avoid the possibility of injury while closing the moonroof,
never allow any part of your body to extend through the opening.

CAUTION: Operating the moonroof in severe cold or when it is
covered with snow or ice may cause damage to the moonroof.

Sunshade

As well as the moonroof, there is a
sliding sunshade which you can adjust
to let in light with the roof closed, or to
block out light entirely. The sunshade
automatically opens as you open the
moonroof.

SUNSHADE
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If the Moonroof Won't Close
The moonroof can be closed manually,
if the control switch will not close it.

Remove plug.

———r

2

1. Remove the round plug near the
rear center of the headliner.

2. Insertthe moonroofwrench (from '
the tool kit) into the socket. W
3. Turn the wrench until the SOCKET
moonroof seats in the closed

position.
4. Replace the plug.

Maintenance

Periodically pour a little water down the drain holes to make sure they are
not plugged. If they are free, water should drop on the ground behind
each front wheel.

DRAIN HOLE

CAUTION: Do not put weight on the moonroof or force it open or
closed, you may damage the mechanism.
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Stereo Sound System

Radio Operation

(US: EX)
(Canada: EX-R)

(USs: LX)
(Canada: EX) ®
O ’ ‘:ﬂi’}? S Sn::u

(D, (2) ON/OFFIVOLUME

To operate the radio, turn the ignition switch to the ACCESSORY (I) or ON
(' ) position. Then, turn the On/Off/Volume knob clockwise. The radio will
come on and display the frequency to the station it was last tuned to. To
turn the system off, turn the knob in a counterclockwise direction. The
antenna also retracts automatically if the ignition switch is turned off.

To increase the volume, turn the knob further clockwise. To decrease
volume, turn the knob counterclockwise.

@- @ Fader/Balance

Use the Fader and Balance controls to adjust the sound "direction." The
Fader (FAD) control adjusts the sound between the front and rear
speakers. The Balance (BAL) control balances the volume between the
left and right speakers.

To use either the Fader or Balance control, push on the knob to pop the
controls out. Turn the outside ring left or right to adjust the front-to-rear
sound.

Adjust side-to-side sound balance with the knob.
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When the adjustment is complete, push the knob back in to lock-in your
settings.

NOTE: The illumination for the radio controls comes on with the
instrument panel lights, even if the radio is off. You can use the Balance
control to turn off the radio panel illumination even with the radio on. Push
the control knob so it pops out, then pull it out slightly further. Check this
control if the control panel lights do not come on with the instrument panel
lights.

(6),(& Bass/Treble

Use the Bass (BAS) and Treble (TRE) controls to adjust the tone quality
to your liking. Push on the knob to get the controls to pop out. Turn the
outside ring left or right to adjust the bass level. To adjust Treble, turn the
knob left or right. When the adjustment is completed, push the knob in
to lock-in your settings.
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Stereo Sound System (cont'd)

Radio Operation

(US: EX) FREQUENCY
(Canada: EX-R) DISPLQY

LY

<
uonnnwr__,‘l "Ii.._ {8385 Ii

ON
TUNE/SEEH

(US: LX)
Canada: EX)

FREQUENCY
DISPLAY

¥ AM/FM Band Selector
(US: EX, Canada: EX-R)
Push the AM button to select the AM Band.

FM is selectable in two bands, FM1 and FM2. Push once on the button
for FM1; push again for FM2. The corresponding band indicator will light
in the display. When switching from the AM band to the FM band, the FM
band last selected will be in play. If the station is broadcasting in FM
stereo, ST will appear next to the frequency. AM stereo feature is not
available.

(US: LX, Canada: EX)

Push to select the AM or FM band. The corresponding band indicator will
light in the display. If a station is broadcasting in stereo, ST will appear
in the display next to the frequency. AM stereo feature is not available.

74



®,(9 Tune/Seek (US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

The Tune function changes frequency one increment at atime. Push the
TUNE/SEEK switch up to change to the next higher frequency, and down
to change to the next lower frequency.

To go to a frequency on the band that is farther away, push and hold the
switch. You will hear a beep and the display will count rapidly. It will stop
when the switch is released.

The Seek function searches the band for stations with a strong signal.
Depending on which direction the TUNE/SEEK switch is pushed, the
system searches up or down from the current frequency. Push the switch
until you hear a beep, then release it. The system searches until it finds
a station with a strong signal, then stops.

& Tune (US: LX, Canada: EX)

The Tune function changes frequency one increment at a time. Push to
tune to the next higher frequency or for the next lower frequency.

(8) Seek (US: LX, Canada: EX)

The seek function allows you to seek the stations with the strongest
signal. Each time the switch is pushed up or down, the system searches
up or down from the current frequency and stops when it finds a station
with a strong signal.

i@ Station Preset

1. Make sure the Band Selector is on the band you want. . . AM, FM1,
or FM2 (for the US: EX, and Canada: EX-R models); AM or FM (for
the US: LX, and Canada: EX models). Then, use the TUNE or SEEK
control to find the station you want.

2. Press and hold one of the Preset Buttons.
3. In afew seconds a beep will sound and the light in the Preset button
will come on. The station is how preset in memory.

For the US: EX and Canada: EX-R models, you may preset one
station per buttonin the AM, FM1, and FM2 band for a total of 18 preset
stations.

Forthe US: LX and Canada: EX models, you may preset one station
per button in the AM and FM bands for a total of 12 preset stations.
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Stereo Sound System (cont'd)

4. You can tuneto a preset station by pushing its corresponding preset
button.

NOTE: On the EX or EX-R models, the Auto Select Button must be off
before the Preset Station Selection can be used.

You will loose the frequencies you preset if your car's battery goes dead
or is disconnected. The preset station setting will also be erased from
memory and replaced by a new station if any preset button is accidently
pressed and held for more than two seconds.

D Auto Select (US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

With Auto Select on, the radio will scan one band at atime and seeksthe
six strongest frequencies in each band. The frequencies selected will be
temporarily stored in the Preset buttons. You can then use the Preset
Buttons to select those stations. If there are not enough available stations
in the area to fill all Preset Buttons, the display will show "0." You cannot
manually select stations in the Auto Select mode.

Turn off Auto Select when you return to your normal broadcast area, the
light will go out, and you can select the preset frequencies you originally
set.

@@ Stereo Indicator

This lights up when an FM stereo broadcast is being received. It will flash
when the signal strength diminishes. If it flashes, good stereo reception
cannot be expected. Stereo reception is available only for FM stereo
broadcasts, not for AM stereo broadcasts.
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Tape Operation

(US: EX)
(Canada: EX-R)

Q@Q@@ PP e

o
TUHESSEER
FFRAEWA WS

(US:LX)
(Canada: EX)

o BT
‘Fﬂ! J_J ’J dﬂ'ﬁ.

43 Tape Direction Indicator
Push the cassette into the slot with the tape opening to the right.

The (4} will light in the display when the upper side is playing. The (¥}
will light in the display when the bottom side is playing.
44 Prog/Play (US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

Program Selector (US: LX, Canada: EX)
Push to play the other side of the tape.

§5 Fast Forward/Rewind/TMS (US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

Push the switch (FF/REW/TMS) up to fast forward the tape. Push the
switch down to rewind the tape. To stop FF or REW, push the Prog/Play
switch.
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Stereo Sound System (cont'd)

The TMS function lets you skip to the beginning of a song or other
recorded passage. The tape skips forward or backward, depending on
which direction your push the FF/REW/TMS switch. Activate TMS by
pushing the switch and holding it until you hear a beep. If you push the
switch up "FF" blinks in the display as the tape fast forwards. If you push
the switch down, "REW" blinks in the display as the tape rewinds. When
the system senses a silent gap on the tape it goes back to the PLAY mode.

The TMS function may not work properly under the following conditions:

* Tapes that contain conversation, lectures, etc.

+ (Classical music tapes or tapes that have many silent or mute
passages.

¢ Tapes that have a short time interval between recorded programs.

* Tapes with a high level of noise or hum between programs.

If you do not need the TMS function, push the TMS switch. The indicator
light will go off, and the circuit will not operate.

49 Fast Forward/Rewind (US: LX, Canada: EX)

Note which Tape Direction Indicator is displayed {#) or(W”}- Then push
the appropriate button, fast forward (FF) or rewind (REW), to rapidly wind
the tape in play. To stop FF or REW, push the PLAY button.

6 Play (US: LX, Canada: EX)
Push to resume tape play or to stop the FF or REW operation.

4D Repeat Button (REPEAT)

Push the REPEAT button (indicator light will come on) to replay the current
selection of music or section of programming. When the end of a
selection of music or section of programming is played, the system
automatically rewinds to the beginning of that passage and resumes play.
The Repeat function will continue until you push the button to turn the
system off.
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(US: EX)
(Canada: EX-R)

(@)
2

FEAEWAMS

(US: LX)
(Canada: EX)

y R LA

4 DOLBY "B"® Noise Reduction (30 )

Push when playing tapes recorded in Dolby NR (the Dolby NR Indicator
will light). Push again when playing tapes not recorded in Dolby. Use of
the wrong setting will affect the high frequency response.

NOTE:
* The Dolby NR circuit will not operate during radio reception.

» Dolby noise reduction system is manufactured under license from
Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. "Dolby" and the double-D
symbol are trademarks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation.

49 Skip Button (US LX: Canada EX)

The circuit senses silent passages between songs or programs on a
tape. Push upward to automatically advance to the beginning of the next
song, or downward to return to the beginning of the song just played.

NOTE: Tapes that contain short silent passages between songs, a high
level of noise between songs, or silent passages within a song may not
be suitable for this function.
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Stereo Sound System (cont'd)

A9 Anti-theft Indicator (US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

Each time the key is removed from the ignition, the red anti-theft indicator
light will blink continuously until the ignition key is reinserted and turned
to the "I" or "I I" position. If the voltage supply is interrupted (the battery
is dead or disconnected, the 10A fuse is removed, or the radio is
disconnected) and reconnected, the word "Code" will appear in the
radio's display and the radio will not work (see page 82).

&) Metal

If the cassette contains metal or chromium-dioxide (CrO,) tape, you will
see "MTL" displayed. The system adjusts automatically for the special
frequency characteristics of metal tape.

2 Eject

To stop the tape, push the Eject knob firmly. The radio will come on and
the cassette will pop out for easy removal. The cassette should always
be removed when not in use.

Ignition Key-off Eject: The cassette in play will automatically eject when
the ignition or the radio is turned off. This is to protect the tape head and
pinch rollers from unnecessary wear.

When the tape in play reaches the end. the Auto-Reverse feature
automatically reverses the tape direction. This feature allows the tape to
continuously play the other side of the tape until the tape is ejected.

@2 CLEAN Indicator Light

After 30 hours of cassette tape play, the light comes on as a reminder to
clean the tape heads. To reset, push and hold the indicator with a pointed
instrument such as a ball-point pen until the light goes off (about 3
seconds).
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(US:EX)
(Canada: EX-R)

TUNE/SEER
FFREWTMS

(US: LX)
(Canada: EX)

Defective Tape Eject
The tape player includes a protection mechanism to automatically eject
defective tapes (warped housing, loose label, faulty tape movement)
immediately upon insertion. If a tape malfunctions while in play, the tape
direction will change back and forth and then eject the cassette. Tapes
ejected before play should be considered faulty and discarded: tapes
ejected during play may only be unevenly wound and could be reusable
if fully rewound, manually, outside the player.

NOTE: The tape player may repeat the loading and unloading motion
several times in an effort to eject a faulty tape. During this process the
tape will either eject fully or rise to the loading level and have to be pulled
out manually. In either case, discard the tape: reuse may damage the
tape player.
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Stereo Sound System (cont'd)

Caring for the Cassette Player

When a cassette playback sound begins to deteriorate, it may be time to
clean the cassette drive. To prevent this, you should clean the cassette
drive with a head cleaning cassette after every 30 hours of play. We
recommend that you use the Honda Cassette Cleaning System, which
is available at your Honda dealer.

To remind you to clean your cassette player, a small red light labelled
CLEAN comes on every 30 hours. Once the tape drive is cleaned, push
the indicator light with a sharp instrument such as a ball-point pen until
the light goes off (about 3 seconds). If the cassette drive is not cleaned,
it may become impossible to remove the deposits with a cleaning kit.

The cassette player automatically ejects cassettes that do not play
normally. If it ejects a cassette before it begins to play, it is probably
defective and should not be played again.

You may have a cassette suddenly stop playing, reverse directions once
or twice and then eject. This may be an indication the tape is wound
unevenly. It should play normally after being manually rewound. Use 90
minute or shorter tape cassettes. Cassettes longer than 90 minutes use
thinner tape that may break or jam the drive.

CAUTION: Storing cassettes out of their cases, or touching the
magnetic tape with your fingers will increase the amount of dirt that
gets to the tape head. Using low-quality "off-brand" tape will
increase the amount of tape deposits that get on the head. Both of
these practices may eventually lead to damage of the head and
playing mechanism.

Entering the Security Code for the Anti-theft Radio

(US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

The Honda anti-theft radio will not operate if the radio is stolen. Even if
the radio is electrically reconnected, it will be inoperable unless a
five-digit security code is entered.

The code for your radio is printed on each of the two cards that came with
your radio. Keep these cards in a secure place away from the car. The
radio cannot be reprogrammed without the code.

+ Enter the five-digit code using the preset station selector buttons. The
radio must be on and the word "Code" must be in the display.

82



* When entering the five-digit code, be sure to complete the number
sequence even if an error was made. For instance if the code number
is 43215 and 42 was mistakenly entered for the first two numbers
instead of 43, continue entering 215. A beep will sound after five digits
are entered.

* The word "Code" will appear in the display.

* Re-enter the correct code number sequence. The word "Code" will no
longer appear, and the radio should resume normal operation.

* If the correct code is not entered in three successive tries, the radio

will not accept entry at this time. You must wait one hour with the radio
ON to re-enter the correct code.

If the voltage supply is interrupted and reconnected, the word "Code" will
appear in the radio's display and the radio will not work. When your car
requires electrical repairs, the code number must be re-entered for radio
operation.
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Gasoline

Your Honda operates most effectively on unleaded gasoline with a pump
octane number of 86 or higher. Use of a lower octane gasoline can cause
a persistent, heavy metallic rapping noise in the engine that can lead to
mechanical damage.

We recommend gasolines containing detergent additives that help
prevent fuel system and engine deposits.

Using gasoline containing lead will damage your car's emission controls.
This contributes to air pollution and can void certain parts of your
warranty.

Oxygenated Fuels

Some conventional gasolines are being blended with alcohol or an ether
compound. These gasolines are collectively referred to as oxygenated
fuels. To meet clean air standards, some areas of the United States and
Canada use oxygenated fuels to help reduce emissions.

If you use an oxygenated fuel, be sure it is unleaded and meets the
minimum octane rating requirement.

Before using an oxygenated fuel, try to confirm the fuel's contents. Some
states/provinces require this information to be posted on the pump.

The following are the EPA-approved percentages of oxygenates:

ETHANOL (ethyl or grain alcohol) - You may use gasoline containing up
to 10% ethanol by volume. Gasoline containing ethanol may be marketed
under the name "Gasohol."

MTBE (Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether) - You may use gasoline containing
up to 15% MTBE by volume.

METHANOL (methyl orwood alcohol) - You may use gasoline containing
up to 5% methanol by volume as long as it also contains cosolvents and
corrosion inhibitors to protect the fuel system. Gasoline containing more
than 5% methanol by volume may cause starting and/or performance
problems. It may also damage metal, rubber, and plastic parts of your fuel
system.

If you notice any undesirable operating symptoms, try another service
station or switch to another brand of gasoline.

Fuel system damage or performance problems resulting from the use of
an oxygenated fuel containing more than the percentages of oxygenates
given above are not covered under warranty.
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Operation in Foreign Countries

In order to comply with United Slates and Canada Federal Emissions
Regulations, you must use unleaded fuels of the recommended octane
rating. These fuels may not be available in other countries. If you intend
taking your car outside the United States or Canada, write to Honda
(stating the year and model of your car) at the address shown for
information regarding modifications you may need to have done.

US Owners:

American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
Consumer Affairs

1919 Torrance Blvd.

Torrance, CA 90501-2746

Canadian Owners:

Honda Canada Inc.
715 Milner Avenue
Scarborough, Ontario M1B 2K8
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Gasoline (cont'd)

Fuel Fill Door and Cap
The fuel fill door is opened by pulling up on
the lever at the left side of the driver's seat. }

The door will lock automatically when closed; e;
push it until it clicks. R

Gasoline is extremely flammable and is explosive
under certain conditions. Always stop the engine before refueling
and perform this operation in a well-ventilated area. Do not smoke
or allow open flames or sparks in the area or where gasoline is
stored.

CAUTION: You may hear a hiss when you open the fill cap. This
sound is residual pressure escaping from the fuel tank. Open the
cap slowly and remove the cap after the hissing stops. Fuel spray
may cause injury. Do not overfill the tank; fill only until the gas
pump clicks off automatically and never top off.

The removed fill cap can be placed on
the inside of the fuel fill door.

NOTE: The fill cap is a screw-on
ratcheting type. When closing, tighten
the cap clockwise until ratcheting clicks
are heard.

CAUTION: If you replace the cap, use only a genuine Honda
replacement part or its equivalent. Failure to use the proper part
could cause serious fuel system problems.
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How to Improve Your Gas Mileage:

Drive at a smooth, steady pace to avoid unnecessary deceleration and
stops - accelerating back to speed uses more fuel.

Plan trips to avoid rush hour traffic if possible.

Make sure the parking brake is completely released.

Consolidate trips whenever possible.

Keep vehicle weight to a minimum by removing unnecessary items
from the cargo area.

Whenever possible, use fresh air from the dash vents to keep cool
when driving; open windows, or use of the air conditioning affect fuel
economy.

Keep the tires adjusted to the recommended pressure.

Front Rear

Up to 475 Ibs (215.5 kg) 32 psi, 220 kPa 32 psi, 220 kPa
Up to 950 Ibs (430.9 kg) 32 psi, 220 kPa 38 psi, 260 kPa

Condition of Your Car

You can only get maximum fuel economy if your car is in top running
condition. Have all required maintenance done at the proper intervals.
Check tire pressures and tire wear frequently. Iftire wear is uneven, have
the alignment checked by your Honda dealer. Proper alignment saves
gasoline and prolongs tire life.

87



Ignition Switch

The combined ignition switch/anti-theft lock is located on the right side
of the steering column and has four positions:

0- LOCK position: The key can be removed or inserted in this position.
To remove the key, push it in at position "1," then turn it to "0" and pull it
out. When the key is removed, the steering column will lock.

NOTE: On cars equipped with automatic transmissions, the
transmission must be in Park before pushing and turning the key to the
"0"-LOCK position.

Never turn the ignition switch to the lock position or
remove the key while the car is in motion; the steering wheel can
lock causing a loss of directional control, and an accident could
result.

| - ACCESSORY position: In this position, the accessory circuit is on, but
the ignition circuit is off. If the key is difficult to turn from the "0" to the "I"
position, turn the steering wheel slightly to relieve pressure on the lock.

I'l - ON position: This is the normal running position.

Canada Cars: The "Daytime Running Lights" will come on in this
position. (See page 54.)

I'11 - START position: The starter will engage when the key is turned to
this position.

To remind you to remove the ignition key when leaving your car, a beeper
will sound if the key is still in the ignition when you open the driver's door.
The beeper system is deactivated when you turn the ignition to "0"-LOCK
and fully remove the key.
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Starting the Engine

Before Starting
When starting in cold weather, keep all unnecessary electrical circuits off
(lights, defogger, etc.) for the best battery output.

Manual Transmission:
1. Apply the parking brake.
2. Push the clutch pedal all the way in (see NOTE below).

3. Shift the transmission to neutral.

NOTE: On cars equipped with manual transmissions, the engine will not
crank unless the clutch pedal is fully depressed.

Automatic Transmission:

1. Make sure the shift lever is in Park (P).

2. Apply the parking brake and foot brake.

Starting the Engine:

During the following starting procedures, do not crank the engine for
more than 15 seconds at atime. If the engine won't start, wait 10 seconds
before going to the next step.

1. With your foot off the accelerator, start the engine by turning the key
to the "l I I" position.

2. If the engine won't start within 15 seconds or starts but fails to
continue to run, push the accelerator pedal halfway, and hold it there
while cranking the engine. If the engine starts, release the
accelerator gradually.

3. Ifitdoesn't start within 15 seconds, push the accelerator pedal down
to the floor and hold it there while cranking. If the engine starts,
release the accelerator gradually. If it doesn't start, repeat step 2.

Cold Weather at High Altitude Starting:

1. When starting in cold weather at high altitude (above 8,000 feet),
push the accelerator pedal about halfway and hold it there while
cranking the engine. If the engine starts, release the accelerator
gradually.

2. Ifitdoesn't start within 15 seconds, push the accelerator pedal down
to the floor and hold it there while cranking. If the engine starts,
release the accelerator gradually. If it doesn't start, repeat step 1.

NOTE: Ifthe outside temperature is below freezing, or if your car has not

been driven for several days, warm up the engine for a few minutes

before driving.
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Safety Items

Before driving away, check that:

The doors are closed properly and locked.

The mirrors are properly adjusted and the windows clean.

The driver and passengers are wearing properly adjusted seat belts.
The seat head restraints are properly adjusted.

The warning and indicator lights are operating properly.

The brake pedal teels normal.

All luggage and cargo are secured.

Nothing is interfering with the driver's feet or blocking vision in any
direction.

While driving remember to:

Always drive defensively; expect the unexpected.

Reduce your speed during night hours and bad weather.
Follow at a safe distance; don't tailgate.

Get off the highway when you are tired; stop and take a rest.

When stopping for repairs:

Park the car well off the road.
Turn on the hazard warning flasher.
Use warning devices to warn other motorists.

After parking your car:

Apply the parking brake and shift to first gear if equipped with manual
transmission, or PARK on automatic transmission equipped cars.
Make sure the moonroof (US: EX, Canada: EX-R), and all windows are
closed and all doors are locked.

If parked on a hill:

- Turn the front wheels away from the curb if facing uphill.

— Turn the front wheels toward the curb if facing downhill.

Never leave children unattended in a parked car.

Take your keys.
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Engine Exhaust Gas Warning

A properly maintained car is your best protection against exhaust gas
entering the passenger compartment.

The exhaust system should be thoroughly inspected by a competent
mechanic whenever:

The car is raised for an oil change.
You notice a change in the sound of the exhaust.
The exhaust system, or the rear or underside of the car is damaged.

Avoid breathing engine exhaust gases. They contain carbon
monoxide, which is acolorless, odorless gas that can cause loss
of consciousness and eventual death. If you suspect that
exhaust gas is entering the passenger compartment, have the
cause determined and corrected as soon as possible. If you must
drive under these conditions, drive only with all windows fully
open.

Do not run the engine in confined areas, such as garages, any
longer than necessary to move the car in or out.

If you must sit in a parked car with the engine running for more
than a short time, adjust the heating/ventilation system as
follows:

- Select the wa function.

- Set the temperature control dial for best comfort.

- Select the £<)position.

— Turn the fan to the highest speed.

The tailgate should remain closed when driving. An open
tailgate may draw exhaust gases into the passenger
compartment. If you must drive with the tailgate open, close all
windows, open the vents, select the « , and the

positions in the heating and cooling panel and turn the fan on to
the highest speed.

If you smell exhaust fumes in the vehicle, drive with the windows
open and the tailgate closed. If you suspect a problem, have your
authorized Honda dealer check the exhaust system for the cause
of the smell.

NOTE: To insure proper operation of the car's ventilation system, keep
the front air inlet clear of snow, mud, leaves or other obstructions.
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Shifting the 5-Speed Manual Transmission

The fully-synchronized manual trans-
mission is very easy to shift up or down.
When you slow down for traffic, steep
hills or corners, shift to a lower gear be-
fore the engine starts to labor. When
descending steep grades, select a low-
er gear to help maintain a safe speed
and to prevent the brakes from over-
heating. When shifting, depress the
clutch pedal fully, shift gears and then
release the clutch gradually. Do not
speed-shift; allow time for the gears to synchronize. To prevent grinding
the gears when shifting into reverse, hold the clutch pedal depressed
briefly before shifting, or shift the lever into one of the forward gears be-
fore selecting reverse. A safety lockout prevents accidental shifting
straight from 5th to Reverse.

Avoid rapid acceleration or sudden deceleration when
either or both driving wheels are on a slippery surface. Decreased
traction could cause loss of directional control.

CAUTION:

¢ Do not drive with your foot on the clutch pedal as this will cause
premature wear of clutch components.

* Do not shift into reverse while the car is moving.
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Recommended Shift Speeds
For best fuel economy, and effective emission control, shift at the speeds
shown:

Shift-up Normal Acceleration
1st to 2nd 15 mph {24 km/h)

2nd to 3rd 28 mph {45 km/h)

3d o dth 41 mph (66 km/h)

4th to 5th 52 mph (83 km/h)
Shift-up Cruise From Acceleration
1st 1o 2nd 7 mph {11 km/h)

2ng o 3rd 22 mph (35 km/h)

3d to 4th 33 mph (53 km/h)

ath 1o 5th 48 mph (77 km/h)

Maximum Allowable Speeds
The speeds shown are the maximum at which the car can be driven or
downshifted in each gear without over rewving the engine.

US: LX, Canada: EX us: EX, Canada: EX-R
1st 31 mph (50 km/h) 31 mph {50 kmv/h)
2nd 56 mph (90 km/h) 56 mph (30 km/h)
3rd 87 mph {140 km/h) 84 mph (135 km/h)
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Shifting the Automatic

The automatic transmission shift lever has a locking mechanism to
prevent accidental shifting into Reverse (R), Park (P), 2nd (2) or 1st (1).
Also, an Automatic Shift Lock prevents you from shifting out of Park
unless the brake pedal is already depressed and the ignition switch is in
the "II" position.

Push the button on the shift handle to shift into 2nd, 1st. Reverse or Park;
depress the brake pedal and then push the button on the shift handle to
shift out of Park.

@ Depress the brake pedal first and
push the button, then shift.

R
‘.‘ Push the button, then shift.
' : % {> shift as desired.
' IR
g D. g &
s D
o2 | ¢ button
S15 e
Sy

If you cannot shift out of Park with the
brake pedal depressed and the ignition
switch in the "I1" position:

KEY

1. Turn the ignition switch off and
remove the key.

2. Insert the key in the Shift Lock
Release located to the right of the
shift lever.

3. Press and hold the key down, then
press the button on the shift handle
and move the shift lever to Neutral.

4. Return the key to the ignition switch,
depress the brake pedal and restart ol easK
the engine.

NOTE: If you encounter any problem shifting out of Park, have your
authorized Honda dealer check the system as soon as possible.
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Operating Tips
For smoother operation, apply the brakes when shifting from Neutral or
Park into a gear.

When parking, bring the car to a stop with the foot brake, hold the brake
on and shift into Park, set the parking brake and then turn off the engine.

NOTE: Your 4-speed automatic transmission is equipped with a torque
converter lock-up clutch. Because of this, you may notice what feels like
an extra shift as the clutch engages.

CAUTION:

Shift into P only after the car has come to a complete stop.

Shift into or out of R only after the car has come to a complete
stop.

Do not "rev-up" the engine when the brake is on and the shift
lever is in D4, D3, 2, 1 or R.

When stopped on a hill, use the brakes, not the accelerator pedal
to hold your position.

Do not shift from N or P into D4, D3, 2, 1 or R when the engine is
above idle speed. Before shifting into gear, make sure your foot
is firmly on the brake pedal.

Do not rest your hand on the shift lever or push the lock-out
button while driving.
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Shifting the Automatic (cont'd)

Driving Technique

D4-4th

Use the D4 range for normal in-town and highway driving. The car will
start off in 1st and shift automatically to 2nd, 3rd, and 4th. The further
down you push the accelerator, the later the transmission shifts and the
faster the car accelerates.

D3-3rd

D3 allows the transmission to start off in 1st and shift automatically to 2nd
and 3rd. Use D3 when climbing grades to prevent the transmission from
"hunting" between 3rd and 4th gear; or when increased engine braking
is needed.

NOTE: If rapid acceleration is necessary, depress the accelerator to the
floor; the transmission will automatically shift down according to load and
engine speed. This applies to both D4 and D3 ranges.

2-2nd

Use 2nd gear for increased engine braking when driving downhill, and
increased power when driving uphill; also for driving on slippery roads,
and freeing the car from mud or sand, where 1st gear could provide too
much power and cause skidding or wheelspin.

The maximum recommended speed in 2nd gear is 69 mph (110 km/h).
1-1st

This position is to be used when stronger engine braking is needed.
The maximum recommended speed in 1st gear is 31 mph (50 km/h).

R-Reverse

CAUTION: Shift into or out of reverse only after the car has come
to a complete stop; the transmission may be damaged if you shift
while the car is moving.

P-Park

CAUTION: Use this position when starting the engine, or when
parking. Shift into Park only when the car is COMPLETELY stopped.

N-Neutral
Use when starting the engine or during prolonged idling in traffic.
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Towing a Trailer

Your car is designed primarily to carry passengers and a normal amount
of luggage. Although your car is capable of towing a trailer, there will be
an effect on handling, performance, engine and automatic transmission
fluid temperatures, braking, general vehicle and tire durability and fuel
economy.

The weight of the trailer plus its cargo must not exceed atotal of
1,000 Ibs. (450 kq).

The gross vehicle weight must not exceed the Gross Vehicle
Weight Rating (GVWR) indicated on the Certification label. The
gross vehicle weight is the total weight of the car, driver,
passengers, luggage, hitch, and trailer tongue load.

The total weight supported by each axle must not exceed the
Gross Axle Weight Rating (GAWR). The front and rear GAWR's
are shown on the Certification label. The distribution of luggage
and passengers in the car, as well as the tongue load and hitch
weight should also be considered in terms of the GAWR, which
is the maximum amount of weight that should be supported over
the front and the rear axles. You should have your car and trailer
weighed at a commercial weighing station to check both the
GVWR and GAWR's to confirm that the total weight and weight
distribution are within safe driving limits.

The maximum trailer tongue load must not exceed 100 Ibs. (45
kg). Cargo should be distributed so that the tongue load is
approximately 10% of the total weight of the trailer and its cargo.
This is done by distributing approximately 60% of cargo weight
toward the front of the trailer and 40% toward the rear.

TRAILER WEIGHT TONGUE LOAD

Maximum: 1,000 Ibs (450 kg) Maximum: 100 Ibs (45 kg)
Never load the trailer so that the back is heavier than the front.

This will seriously affect vehicle handling. Be sure the cargo is
secured so that it will not move during driving.
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Towing a Trailer (cont'd)

Hitches

Use only a hitch recommended by your Honda dealer. The hitch should
be bolted securely to the car and installed by a qualified technician. Do
not use a hitch designed for temporary installation and never use one that
attaches only to the bumper.

Trailer Brakes and Safety Chains

Honda recommends that trailers equipped with brakes should conform
to any applicable federal and state regulations. When using a trailer
equipped with electric brakes, a trailer brake controller that connects to
the car's electrical system is recommended. Installing a brake controller
that connects to the car's brake hydraulic system could result in brake
fluid contamination or leaks. A safety chain must always be used
between the car and the trailer. Leave sufficient slack in the chain so that
it does not bind in sharp turns. The chain should cross under the trailer
tongue to prevent the tongue from dropping to the ground.

Tires

Make sure your car's tires are properly inflated. Adjust tire pressure to the
recommended tire pressure indicated on the label attached to the driver's
doorjamb. The trailer tires should be of the proper size, load rating and
inflated to the pressure recommended by the trailer manufacturer.

Trailer Lights

Trailer lights must comply with federal, state/provinces and local
regulations.

See your local recreational vehicle dealer or rental agency for the correct

type of lighting and wiring for your trailer. Check for correct operation of
the turn signals and stop lights each time you hitch up.

A trailer lighting connector is provided in the spare tire compartment, in
the notched area, left of the spare tire. The wiring color codes are
described on the next page.
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GREEN/YELLOW BLACK GREEN/BLUE
(RIGHT TURN (LEFT TURN-

SIGNAL LIGHT) (7OUND) SIGNAL LIGHT)
[El 3 I.“-_‘I_I
BLANK GREEN/BLACK RED/BLACK
(BACK-UP LIGHTS) (TAILLIGHTS)
BLANK GREEN/WHITE

(BRAKE LIGHTS)

To connect your car's taillights to a trailer, an electrical converter must be
installed. Your car has separate bulbs for brake (red) and turn signal lights
(amber), while most trailers use the same bulb for brake and turn signal
lights. A converter, available at most trailer supply stores, should be
installed according to the instructions supplied by the converter
manufacturer.

For information regarding trailer hitch and trailer electrical wiring
availability, contact your Honda dealer, American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
(for US cars), or Honda Canada (for Canada cars). See page 85 for
American Honda and Honda Canada addresses.

CAUTION: Connections to your car's electrical system should be
made by your Honda dealer or a qualified technician. Improper
installation may damage your vehicle's electrical system and cause
a malfunction of the lights.

Break-in Schedule
Do not tow a trailer during the 600 miles (1,000 km) break-in period (see

page 2).

Maintenance

If you tow a trailer, your vehicle will require more frequent maintenance
due to the additional load. Refer to the maintenance schedule under
"Severe Driving Conditions" on page 107 for specific information.
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Towing a Trailer (cont'd)

Before Towing

With the car and trailer completely loaded and parked on a level surface,
confirm that the tongue loading is correct. If the car has an abnormal
nose-up or nose-down attitude, check for improper cargo distribution.
Check also for excessive cargo weight, worn suspension or other causes
and correct the problem before driving.

Be sure the cargo is secured so it will not shift while driving. Check that
your rearview mirrors conform to any federal, state or local regulations.
If not, install rearview mirrors designed for towing.

Before towing a trailer, practice turning, stopping and reversing with a
trailer in an area away from traffic until you learn the technique.

Towing Safety

BWARNING

¢ Stopping distance increases when towing a trailer. For each 10
mph (16 km/h) of speed, allow at least two car lengths between
you and the vehicle ahead. Avoid sudden braking which may
cause trailer jackknifing and loss of control.

¢ Avoid jerky starts and rapid acceleration. If your car has a manual
transmission, always start out in first gear and release the clutch
at moderate engine rpm.

+ Avoid rapid lane changing and sharp turns. The trailer could hit
your car in a tight turn. Slow down before making a turn.
Remember, the total length of your car plus trailer requires a
wider turning circle.

¢ Cross winds may adversely affect handling of your car and
trailer. Use the rearview mirrors frequently to warn you of
approaching large vehicles that may pass you causing your car
and trailer to sway. When being passed, firmly grip the steering
wheel and be prepared to reduce speed immediately but
gradually. Never increase speed. Steer straight ahead.

¢« Towing a trailer in bad weather will magnify any difficulty in
controlling the car caused by the weather itself. Avoid sudden
maneuvers; slow down and use extra caution.

+ Be careful when passing other vehicles. Passing requires
considerable distance because of the added weight and length
of your trailer.
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CAUTION:

Before starting out, check the operation of the lights and all
car/trailer connections. After driving a short distance, stop and
recheck the lights and connections.

Reversing is difficult and requires practice. While backing up,
the trailer may pivot off course. To correct for this, grip the
bottom of the steering wheel and move your hand to the left to
move the trailer to the left; or to the right to move the trailer to the
right. Turn the steering wheel alittle at atime, and keep the speed
very low. Have someone guide you when backing up.

To help prevent overheating of the brakes, shift into a lower gear
to make use of engine braking before descending steep or long
grades. Do not make sudden downshifts.

Pay strict attention to the coolant temperature gauge when going
up hills. Because of the added load of the trailer, your car's
engine may overheat on hot days. Turning off the air
conditioning will reduce the load on the cooling system.

On cars equipped with automatic transmission.

- Do not hold the car stationary on an incline by using the
accelerator pedal; this can cause the transmission fluid to
overheat. Instead, use the parking brake or foot brake.

-~ When towing a trailer, avoid high transmission fluid
temperatures (caused by the transmission frequently shifting
between 3rd and 4th gears) by driving in D3.

NOTE: Be sure to check state and local laws concerning maximum
speed or other driving restrictions for cars towing trailers. If you are
driving across several states, check each state's requirements before
leaving home, because restrictions may vary.
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Towing a Trailer (cont'd)

Parking With a Trailer

Whenever parking your car on an incline with a trailer attached, place and
seat chocks at each wheel of the car and trailer. This is in addition to the
normal parking preparations of firmly applying the parking brake and
placing the transmission in first or reverse (manual transmission) or P
(automatic transmission).

CAUTION: Parking on an incline is not recommended and should
be done only if it cannot be avoided. Follow all precautions
mentioned above and turn the wheels to point towards a curb if
facing downhill, away from a curb if facing uphill. When leaving an
inclined parking place, move the car slightly to unseat the chocks.
Then, while keeping the foot brake firmly applied, have an assistant
remove the chocks.
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Maintenance Schedule

Your Honda automobile must be properly maintained to ensure that it is
in peak operating condition and the emission levels are within the
standards set by the Federal Clean Air Act**,

The following instructions and maintenance procedures are based on the
assumption that your car will be used exclusively for the purpose for
which it was designed:

1. To carry passengers and cargo within the load limits shown on the
label attached to the driver's doorjamb.

To be driven on reasonable road surfaces within legal limits.
To generally be driven daily over a distance of several miles.

To use gasoline from pumps labeled unleaded, with a pump octane
number of 86 or higher.

NOTE: Failures which occur due to a lack of maintenance will not be
covered under warranty.

The Required Maintenance Schedule* specifies all maintenance
required to keep your car in peak operating condition. Work should be
done by a Honda dealer but may be done by any qualified service facility
or individual who is competent in this type of work.

US Cars:

Maintenance, replacement, or repair of emission control devices
and systems may be done by any automotive repair establishment
or individual using parts that are "certified" to EPA standards.

After the maintenance has been done, be sure to have your servicing
dealer complete the Maintenance Record on pages 106-108. All required
maintenance is considered normal owner operating cost and you will be
charged for it by your dealer.

*For vehicles sold in California, maintenance operations indicated by *3
on page 105 are recommended by the manufacturer. Other maintenance
operations are required by California regulations and condition the
emission warranty.

**|n Canada, Schedule E (S1101, S1102, S1103, and S1105) of the Canada
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard, legislated in 1971 and amended in 1980.
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Maintenance Schedule (cont'd)

Check the following items at each fuel stop:

1.
2.

Engine oil level.
Radiator coolant level.

Check the following items periodically:

1.

2.

7.

8.

Brakes: for braking efficiency, brake pedal travel and hydraulic fluid
level.

Lights: for operation of headlights, taillights, side marker lights,
stoplights, turn signals and back-up lights.

Tires: for correct pressures (including spare); inspect for cuts and
uneven or excessive wear. Rotate every 7,500 miles (12,000 km) in
the pattern shown on page 134.

Steering: for excessive play or vibration while driving.
Exhaust system: for leaks or loose mounts.

Wipers: for operation of windshield wipers and washer, and condition
of wiper blades.

Seat belts: for condition of fabric and buckles, and operation of
restraint mechanism.

Battery condition.

The Supplemental Restraint System (SRS) must be inspected by an
authorized Honda dealer 10 years after its date of manufacture. The date
of manufacture is printed on the certification label attached to the left rear
doorjamb. To serve as a reminder, note the date of manufacture and SRS
inspection date here.

¢+ Manufactured:

¢ SRS Inspection:

(Add 10 years to date of manufacture.)
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Service at the interval listed
x 1,000 miles (or km} or after
that number of months,
whichever comes first.

R - Replace
C - Clean
I - Inspect

After inspection, clean, adjust,
repair or replace if necessary.

*1 This service is recommended
only.

*2 Thereafter, replace every 2 years or
30,000 miles(48,000 km}, whichever
comes first.

*3 For cars sold in California, this service is
recommended only; for other areas, it is
required.

“4 US: EX, Canada: EX-R

x 1,000 miles 15 3¢ 45 60 75 90 105
x 1,000 km 24 48 72 96 120 144 168
months 12 24 36 48 60 72 84
Idle speed 3
Valve clearance 1 | ] I | | I
Alternator drive beit { i |
Timing belt and timing balancer beit R*1

Water pump

®Engine oil and oil filter®

Replace every 7,500 miles (12,000 km}) or 6 months.

# Transmission oil R R R
Engine coolant ® R R R*2
Coaling system hoses and connections "3 "3 I3
# Air cleaner slement R R R
Fuel fiiter R'3
Fuel pipes, hoses, and connections 1*3 "3 '3
Spark plugs R R R
Distributor ignition cap and rotor "3
Ignition wires |
Positive crankcase ventilation valve |
Brake hoses and lines
(including Anti-lock brake system) *4 | | I | | | I
Braks fivid
(including Anti-lock brake system) “4 R R R

¢ Front brake discs and calipers

Front brake pads

inspect every 7,500 miles (12,000 km) or 6 months.

# Rear brake discs, calipers and pads | I

Rear brake drums, wheel cylinders and

linings

Parking brake

Exhaust pipe (before catalytic converter) "3

Exhaust pipe and muffler (after catalytic

converter)

Suspansion mounting bolts

Front wheel alignment

Steering operation, tie rod endis,

steering gear box and boots

Anti-lock brake system high pressure hose “4

Anti-lock brake system operation *4 |

@ Power steering system

Power steering pump belt

Three-way catalytic converter heat shield

Supplemental Restraint System

Inspect system 10 years after production (see page 28).

® Check oil and coolant level at each fuel stop.
® Under severs driving conditions, service these items more often (see page 107).
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Maintenance Schedule (cont'd)

Required Maintenance Record
* Have your servicing dealer record all Required Maintenance below.
* Keep receipts for all work done on your car.

7,500 Mi. (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
12,000 km {or 6 Mo.)

Date
15,000 Mi. {Sign or Stamp) Mileage
24,000 km (or 12 Mo.)

Date
22,500 Mi. (Sign or Stamp} Milsage
36,000 km (or 18 Mo.)

Date
30,000 Mi. (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
48,000 km {or 24 Mo.)

Date
37,500 M. (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
60,000 km {or 30 Mo.}

Date
45,000 Mi. (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
72,000 km (or 36 Mo.)

Date
52,500 Mi. (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
84,000 km (or 42 Mo.)

Date
60,000 Mi. (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
96,000 km (or 48 Mo.)

Date
67,500 Mi. (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
108,000 km (or 54 Mo.)

Date
75,000 Mt (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
120,000 km (or 60 Mo.)

Date
82,500 MI. (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
132,000 km (or 66 Mo.)

Date
90,000 M. (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
144,000 km (or 72 Mo.)

Date
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Severe Driving Conditions

CAUTION: The following items must be serviced more frequently
on cars normally used under severe driving conditions. Referto the

chart below for the appropriate maintenance intervals.

Severe driving conditions include:
Repeated short distance driving
Driving in dusty conditions

Driving in areas using road salt or other corrosive materials
Driving on rough and/or muddy roads

A:
B:
C:. Driving in severe cold weather
D:
E
F

Towing a trailer

Condition Maintenance Item Mca)igggggga Interval
B E Air cleaner element R (Eg\:;e.&:)sk,rmﬂ";;onths
F Transmission oil R :Ezv: goz)sk'ﬁﬂl;:\onxhs
F brake di
e | AR | | M
8,C.E Power steering system | ﬁ?%g‘m :‘rl:ie ;omhs
A B.F Engine oil and oil filter R :Ee‘fgz)yoaﬁ;s)%:‘g':w:mhs
R—Replace
| — Inspect

After inspection, clean, adjust, repair or replace if necessary.
Nonscheduled Maintenance Record

Record additional

nonscheduled maintenance on this page.

maintenance for severe driving conditions

or

Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Pertormed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Pertormed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
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Maintenance Schedule (cont'd)

Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp} Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: {Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
Maintenance Performed: (Sign or Stamp) Mileage
Date
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AUTOMATIC

TRANSMISSION
FLUID DIPSTICK
(Yellow Marking)

RADIATOR
RESERVE
TANK

RADIATOR
CAP

ENGINE OIL DIPSTICK

ANTI-LOCK
BRAKE
FLUID
RESERVOIR

(Orange Marking)

ENGINE OIL
FILL CAP

WASHER FLUID
RESERVOIR CAP

Fluid Locations

BRAKE FLUID
RESERVOIR

CLUTCH FLUID
RESERVOIR
(Manual
Transmission
Only)

POWER STEERING
FLUID RESERVOIR
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Engine Oil and Filter

Checking ENGINE OIL
-

Check the engine oil a couple of - ., ILLCAP

minutes after shutting the engine off P S/

with the car parked on level ground. DIPSTICK

Remove the dipstick (orange
marking) and wipe it clean. Reinsert
it all the way down, then pull it out
and read the level. The level should
be between the upper and lower
marks.

UPPER m—tia]
Adding
If the level has dropped close to the
lower mark, add oil until it is even
with the upper mark. LOWER ——™ 9

1. Turn the ail fill cap counterclockwise to remove. Add oil, then check
the level again. Do not overfill.

2. Reinstall the cap and twist clockwise until it stops.

CAUTION:
* Be sure the oil fill cap is correctly replaced before starting the
engine.

Recommended Oil

Oil is a major contributor to your engine's performance and longevity.
Always use a premium-grade detergent oil. You can determine an oil's
SAE viscosity and Service Classification from the APl Service label on
the oil container. It should look like this:
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The numbers in the middle tell you the oil's SAE viscosity or weight.
Select the oil for your car according to this chart:

Ambient Temperature

10W-30
PR AN N
5W-30 PREFERRED

-20 0 20 40 60 50 , 100°lF
-30 =20 10 0 10 20 30 40°C

An oil with a viscosity of 5W-30 is preferred for improved fuel economy
and year-round protection in your Honda. You may use a 10W-30 oil if
the climate in your area is limited to the temperature range shown on the
chart.

A fuel-efficient oil is recommended for your Honda. This is shown on the
API Service label by the words "Energy Conserving Il." This oil is
formulated to help your engine use less fuel.

The API Service label also tells you the service classification of the oil.

Always use an oil that says "API Service SG." This service rating may
also include other designations, such as CD. These additional
classifications are not a problem, as long as the label also carries the SG
classification. An oil that is only classified SF is not recommended.

Changing Qil and Filter

Engine oil and the filter should be changed together every 6 months or
7,500 miles (12,000 km), whichever comes first. The filter is located on
the engine block, below the intake manifold.

CAUTION: The oil filter cannot easily be removed from above the
engine. For this reason, it is recommended that the oil filter change
be done by a skilled mechanic.

1. Start the car and run the engine until
it reaches normal operating tempera-
tures, then shut it off.

2. Remove the engine oil fill cap and
drain bolt, and drain the oil.

ENGINE OIL
DRAIN BOLT
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Engine Oil and Filter (cont'd)

A warmed-up engine and
the oil in it are hot; be careful not to
burn yourself.

3. Remove the oil filter and let the
remaining oil drain out.

4. Install a new filter according to the
instructions on or with the filter.

5. Reinstall the drain bolt with a new
washer and tighten it securely. Refill
the engine with the recommended ol
to the upper mark on the dipstick.

OIL FILTER

ENGINE OIL CAPACITY:
40USqt(3.82 , 3.3 Impqt) including
filter.

6. Reinstall the fill cap securely.

7. Start the engine and make sure oil is not leaking from the drain bolt
or the filter.

8. Shut off the engine and recheck the oil level.

CAUTION: Used motor oil may cause skin cancer if repeatedly left
in contact with the skin for prolonged periods. Although this is
unlikely unless you handle used oil on a daily basis, it is still
advisable to thoroughly wash your hands with soap and water as
soon as possible after handling used oil.

NOTE: Please dispose of used motor oil in a manner that is compatible
with the environment. We suggest you take it in a sealed container to your
local service station for reclamation. Do not throw it in the trash or pour
it on the ground.
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Transmission Oil/Fluid Check

Transmission oil/fluid must be checked with the engine off and the car on
level ground.

* If the engine has been running, some engine components may
be hot enough to burn you.

* Keep hands away from the radiator fan. The fan may start
automatically without warning and run for up to 15 minutes, even
after the engine is turned off.

CAUTION: If the oil/fluid level is low, check for possible leaks
before adding oil. Do not overfill.

Since the transmission and differential are in the same housing, you are
actually checking both oil/fluid levels in one procedure. Change trans-
mission oil/fluid according to the Maintenance Schedule on page 105.

5-Speed Manual Transmission

Remove the oil fill bolt (beside the right axle). After the engine has cooled,
feel inside the bolt hole with your finger. If the oil is up to the bottom edge
of the hole, the oil level is correct. If it is not, slowly add oil until it runs out
of the hole, then reinstall the bolt and tighten it securely with a wrench.

CORRECT LEVEL

5-SPEED TRANSMISSION OIL CHANGE CAPACITY:
20 Us gt (192 , 17 Imp qt).

Use only SF or SG grade motor oil when adding or changing transmission
oil.
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Transmission Oil/Fluid Check (cont'd)

Use the proper viscosity oil
for the climate in which you
drive:

30
O N N

20W-40

10W-30 10W—-40

20 9 20 4 60 80 10§F

30 20 -t0 0 %0 20 30 aC
Ambient Temperature

Automatic

Check the automatic transmission fluid level with the engine turned
off and the car on level ground. Remove the dipstick at the right end of
the transmission and wipe it off.

DIPSTICK

Insert the dipstick in its holder, remove it again, and read the fluid level.
The fluid level should be between the upper and lower marks.

If necessary, add fluid and recheck. Use Honda Premium Formula or an
equivalent DEXRON® II Automatic Transmission Fluid (A.T.F.) only.

After checking the fluid level, replace the dipstick securely.

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION FLUID CHANGE CAPACITY: 2.5US qt (2.4¢ ,
2.11mp qt).
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Cooling System

The engine in your Honda contains a number of aluminum parts.
Therefore, it requires an antifreeze/coolant specifically formulated to
protect the aluminum parts from corrosion. Failure to use a suitable
antifreeze/coolant may seriously shorten the life of the engine as a result
of rapid corrosion damage. Always use Genuine Honda
Antifreeze/Coolant. The cooling system contains many aluminum
components which can corrode if an improper antifreeze is used. Some
antifreeze, even though labeled as safe for aluminum parts, may not
provide adequate protection for your engine.

For best corrosion protection, the mixture of coolant and water must be
maintained year-round at 50/50. Concentrations less than 50% coolant
may not provide sufficient protection against corrosion and freezing.
Concentrations of greater than 60% coolant will impair cooling efficiency
and are not recommended. Low-mineral drinking water or distilled water
should be mixed with the antifreeze/coolant. Coolant loss should be
replenished by a mixture containing the proper concentration of
antifreeze and water.

Do not mix different antifreeze/coolants.

Do not use additional rust inhibitors or antirust products, as they may not
be compatible with the radiator coolant.

ENGINE DAMAGE CAUSED BY IMPROPER COOLANT USAGE IS NOT
COVERED BY THE NEW CAR WARRANTY

Checking Coolant

Check the coolant level in the reserve tank when the engine is at normal
operating temperature.

* Do not remove the radiator cap when the engine is hot; the
coolant is under pressure and could severely scald you.

* Keep hands away from the radiator fan. The fan may start
automatically without warning and run for up to 15 minutes, even
after the engine is turned off.
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Cooling System (cont'd)

If the level is below the MAX mark, but
still visible, add a 50/50 solution of
antifreeze and water to bring it up to
MAX.

If there is no coolant in the reserve
tank, the cooling system should be
checked for leaks and repaired if
necessary. Coolant must then be
added to the radiator. RESERVE TANK

CAUTION: Radiator coolant will damage paint. Quickly rinse any
spilled coolant from painted surfaces.

Wait until the engine is cool, then turn the radiator cap counterclockwise
until it Stops. DO NOT PRESS DOWN WHILE TURNING THE CAP. After any
remaining pressure has been relieved, remove the cap by pressing down
and again turning it counterclockwise. Add enough coolant to fill the
radiator, and reinstall the cap. Be sure to tighten it securely. Fill the
reserve tank up to the MAX mark with the engine cold.

Maintenance

1. Check the freeze protection level of the coolant with a hydrometer.
2. Keep the front of the radiator free of dirt and debris.

3. Check hoses and hose clamps regularly.

Replacing Coolant

Replace coolant at 36 months or 45,000 miles (72,000 km), whichever
comes first. Thereafter, replace every 2 years or 30,000 miles (48,000
km), whichever comes first.

RADIATOR COOLANT REFILL CAPACITY:

Reserve tank 0.6 USqt(0.62 ,0.5Impaqt)
5 speed Manual

transmission 3.2USqt(3.02 ,2.6 Impqt)
Automatic transmission 3.7 US gt (3.5¢ ,3.1 Imp qt)
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1. Set the heater temperature control dial to maximum heat.

2. When the radiator is cool to the touch, remove the radiator cap,
loosen the drain plug, and drain the coolant from the radiator.
BLEED

RADIATOR CAP

DRAIN PLUG DRAIN BOLT

3. Remove the drain bolt from the rear
side of the cylinder block, and drain
the engine and heater. S

4. Apply nonhardening sealant to the (,————-."
drain bolt threads, then reinstall the 5
bolt and tighten it securely. } MAX
5. Tighten the radiator drain plug 7'r
securely. Fill to here.
6. Mix the recommended antifreeze P A
with an equal amount of low- T
mineral or distilled water and fill the
reservoir to maximum, as illustrated.
FILLER
7. Loosenthe air bleed bolt in the water NECK
outlet, then fill the radiator to the filler ~ ——

neck with the coolant mixture. —--———-—~——J/7/ 2

) M
Tighten the bleed bolt as soon as 7
coolant starts to run out in a steady

. Fill to here.
stream without bubbles.

8. With the radiator cap off, start the engine and let it run until warmed
up (fan goes on at least twice). Then, if necessary, add more coolant
mix to bring the level back up to the filler neck.

9. Putthe radiator cap on tightly, then run the engine again and check
for leaks.
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Brakes

Brake System Design

The diagonally-separated dual
service brake system is designed <:|
so half the system will still provide
braking action if the other half fails.

Stopping the car after losing the

brake fluid from half the system will require more pedal pressure and
pedal travel than normal. Also, the distance required to stop will be longer
using only half the brake system. Ifthe brakes fail suddenly, downshift to
a lower gear for increased engine braking, and pull off the road as soon
as possible.

AAWARNING

It is hazardous to drive your car with a problem in either the brake
electrical or hydraulic systems; have your dealer check both
systems if you suspect brake trouble.

Do not ride the brakes. In other words, don't put your foot on the
brake pedal unless you intend to brake. This causes excessive
brake wear and can lead to loss of braking effectiveness through
overheating. Your brake lights may also confuse drivers behind
you.

Driving through deep water may affect the brakes. Check their
effectiveness by pressing the brake pedal gently. If the car does
not slow down at the normal rate, continue gently applying the
brakes, while maintaining a safe speed, until they dry out and
normal performance returns.

Brake Wear
Both front and rear brakes should be inspected for wear at the intervals
shown in the Maintenance Schedule on page 105.

When the brakes require maintenance, use only Genuine Honda
replacement parts or their equivalent.
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Brake Wear Indicators

Your car is equipped with audible brake wear indicators. When the brake
pads need to be replaced, the wear indicators will make a high-pitched
chirp.

NOTE: Due to some driving habits or climates, brakes may "squeal"
when you first apply them or have them partially applied; this is normal,
and does not indicate excessive wear. The wear indicator makes a
"screeching" sound while the brakes are applied.

Brake Fluid
Check the fluid level in the brake
reservoir periodically; it should be
between the MAX and MIN marks on
the reservoir.

If the level is near the MIN mark, add
fluid to raise it to the MAX mark. Do
not overfill. Use only brake fluid
manufactured to DOT 3 or DOT 4
specifications (see reservoir cap)
from a sealed container. Follow the
manufacturer's instructions printed
on the can.

Replace brake fluid every 2 years or 30,000 miles (48,000 km),
whichever comes first.

CAUTION: The arrow on the reservoir cap must be pointing
forward after the cap is installed. Make sure the brake warning
switch wiring doesn't get caught between the cap and top edge of
the reservoir.

NOTE: A low brake fluid level may be an indication of brake wear or of
brake fluid leakage. You should have your brakes checked if the brake
fluid level in the reservoir is low before refilling it.
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Brakes (cont'd)

ANTI-LOCK BRAKE
Anti-lock Brake Fluid FLUID RESERVOIR ___-
(US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

Check the fluid level in the anti-lock
brake reservoir periodically.

To check, drive the car for a few
minutes to equalize fluid pressure in
the system.

The level should be between the :
MAX and MIN marks on the reservoir. ny
If the level is near the MIN mark, add ‘. t/ \
fluid to raise it to the MAX mark. B by

Do not overfill. Use only brake fluid manufactured to DOT 3 or DOT 4
specifications from a sealed container. Follow the manufacturer's
instructions printed on the can. If the level is more than 10 mm
(0.4 in) above the MAX mark, it may indicate a malfunction of the ABS.
Have an authorized Honda dealer check the system as soon as possible.

Replace brake fluid every 2 years or 30,000 miles (48,000 km),
whichever comes first.
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Clutch Fluid (Manual Transmission)

. . . CLUTCH FLUID
Check the fluid level in the clutch fluid RESERVOIR

reservoir periodically; it should be
between the MAX and MIN marks on
the reservoir.

If the level is near the MIN mark, add
fluid to raise it to the MAX mark. Do not
overfill. Use brake fluid from a sealed
container manufactured to DOT 3 or
DOT 4 specifications only. Follow the
manufacturer's instructions printed
on the can.

NOTE: A low clutch fluid level may be an indication of clutch fluid
leakage. You should have your clutch checked if the clutch fluid level in
the reservoir is low.
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Power Steering

The power steering on your car provides easy handling while parking and
maneuvering in traffic without loss of road "feel" at highway speeds. An
engine-driven hydraulic pump provides full power assist at low speeds
and decreasing assist as the car goes faster.

CAUTION: If the power steering system should fail, or if the engine
should stall, the car can still be steered. However, much greater
effort will be required, particularly in sharp turns at low speed.

NOTE: You may feel a slight clunk or knock when turning the wheel with
the engine off. This is a normal condition due to the design of the system.

RESERVOIR CAP

Power Steering Fluid

Check the power steering fluid level UPPER
with the engine cold and the car parked
on level ground. Make sure the fluid
level is between the upper and lower
marks on the reservoir. If the level has
dropped close to or below the lower
mark, check for leaks before adding
fluid to the upper mark. Do not overfill. | ower

CAUTION: Use only Genuine Honda power steering fluid. The use
of other fluids such as AT.F. or other manufacturer's power
steering fluid will damage the system.
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Air Cleaner and Fuel Filters

BOLTS

Air Cleaner Element

Replace the air cleaner element every
24 months or 30,000 miles (48,000
km), whichever comes first (more often
in extremely dusty conditions).

Loosen the attaching bolts, then
remove the cover.

Remove the air cleaner element and
replace it with a new element. Reinstall
the cover and tighten the bolts.

AIR CLEANER ELEMENT

Fuel Filter

The fuel filter is located in the engine compartment, on the right center
of the rear bulkhead. It should be replaced at 60,000 miles (96,000 km)
or 48 months whichever comes first, or any time you suspect
contaminated gas may have clogged it.

CAUTION: Because the fuel system is under pressure, the filter
should be replaced only by a qualified Honda technician.
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Spark Plugs

Spark plugs should be replaced every 24 months or 30,000 miles
(48,000 km), whichever comes first.

Recommended spark plugs:

Normal driving conditions
ZFR5F-11 (NGK), KJ16CR-L11 (NIPPONDENSO)

Hot climates, or continuous high speed driving
ZFR6F-11 (NGK), KJ20CR-L11 (NIPPONDENSO)

Keep hands away from the radiator fan. The fan may
start automatically without warning and run for up to 15 minutes,
even after the engine is turned off.

CAUTION: Never use spark plugs with an improper heat range;
they will affect engine performance and durability.

Replace plugs one at a time so you don't get the wires mixed up.

1. Clean any dirt from around the spark plug base.

2. Disconnect the plug cap. then remove and discard the old plug.

3. Check the gap of the new spark plug before installation. Plug gap
should be 1.1 mm (0.04 in).

Thread the new spark plug in by hand to prevent cross-threading.

After the plug seats against the cylinder head, tighten 1/2 turn with
a spark plug wrench to compress the washer.

6. Reinstall the spark plug wire.

CAUTION: The spark plugs must be securely tightened, but not
overtightened. A plug that's too loose can get very hot and possibly
damage the engine; one that's too tight could damage the threads
in the cylinder head.

Thread in by hand PLUG CAP
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Wiper Blades

For maximum visibility, replace worn or cracked wiper blades when you
notice they do not wipe the windshield cleanly or smoothly.

To Replace Worn-out Blades

1.

Detach the blade assembly from
the arm by pressing the lock tab in,
then pushing the blade toward the
base of the arm.

Firmly grasp the end of the blade
rubber and pull until the tabs are
free of the metal support.

Remove the metal retainers from
the worn-out blade and put them in
a new blade.

Insert the new blade rubber from
the opposite side of the blade tabs
and position the tabs in the metal
support.

Reinstall the blade assembly on
the wiper arm.

RETAINERS
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Battery

The condition of the battery can be determined by checking the test
indicator. Service as required according to the label on the battery.

Any corrosion around the positive and negative terminals should be
washed off with a solution of baking soda and warm water. Dry the
terminals and then coat them with grease.

() TERMINAL () TERMINAL

TEST INDICATOR

+ The battery gives off explosive gases; keep sparks, flames and
cigarettes away. Provide adequate ventilation when charging or
using the battery in an enclosed space.

+ The battery contains sulfuric acid (electrolyte). Contact with skin
or eyes may cause severe burns. Wear protective clothing and
aface shield.

— If electrolyte gets on your skin, flush with water.
— If electrolyte gets in your eyes, flush with water for at least 15
minutes and call a physician immediately.
» Electrolyte is poisonous.
— If swallowed, drink large quantities of water or milk and follow
with milk of magnesia or vegetable oil and call a physician.

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN.

126



Fuse Replacement

Your car has two fuse boxes. One is located under the dashboard on the
driver's side, the other is under the hood. The circuits protected by each
fuse are listed on the inside of the fuse box cover. To open the fuse box,
turn the knob as shown.

UNDER-HOOD FUSE BOX

UNDER-DASH FUSE BOX

If any of your car's lights, acces- BLOWN
sories, or controls don't work, check

their fuses. If a fuse has blown, the wire

inside it will be burned through. oy

1. Turn off the ignition and all other
switches.

2. Ifyou find a blown or possibly faulty
fuse, use the fuse remover (stored \
beside the spare fuse) to pull the
blown fuse out of its clips.

3. Check all other fuses as well as the
one you suspect.

4. Push in a new fuse of the same
rating, and make sure it fits tightly
in the clips. If it fits loosely, have
your dealer fix it.

Checking the Fuses: t:_D ﬁ

FUSE
REMOVER

If you don't have a spare, take a fuse of the same rating (or lower) out of
a circuit you may not need, like the radio or cigarette lighter. Remember
to replace the borrowed fuse and the missing spares.

A blown fuse may be just a symptom of some other problem. If a new fuse
blows right away, the cause should be diagnosed and corrected by a
qualified Honda technician.
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Fuse Replacement (cont'd)

CAUTION: Never replace a fuse with anything but another fuse of
the same or lower rating. A higher capacity fuse could cause
damage and even start a fire.

The main fuses and some primary fuses are installed in The fuse box on
the right front fender in the engine compartment.

If the circuits from the battery are ever overloaded (by a short in the
system drawing too much current for example) a main fuse will blow,
preventing damage to the entire wiring harness. If the main fuse blows,
have a Honda dealer check the system, repair the cause, and replace the
fuse.

CAUTION:

* The electrical system is protected by fuses that are designed to
fail and prevent damage to the wire harness. Always replace
blown fuses with the same rating as specified to prevent wiring
damage that can result in a possible fire.

* For proper electrical contact after replacing these fuses, make
sure all screws are tight.

(US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

The fuses for Anti-lock Brakes are
installed next to the air cleaner
housing.
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Bulb Replacement

See page 150 for bulb specifications.

Front turn signal lights Front side marker and turn
signal lights/position lights
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Bulb Replacement (cont'd)

Interior/cargo area light Vanity Mirror

Door courtesy lights

(Front) (Rear)

High-mount brake light
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Tires

The factory-installed tires on your car were selected to match the car's
performance capabilities and to provide the best combination of
handling, ride comfort and tread wear. We recommend that you get the
same size, type and grade of tires when replacement is necessary. If your
tires have an "all-season" tread design, the model name will be followed
by the marking "M + S" (mud and snow) or "all-season."”

If you decide not to get the same brand of tires as those originally
installed, you should make sure that the replacements are the radial type,
ofthe same size, load range and speed rating as the original tires. If you
have any questions about your car's tires, please contact your Honda
dealer.

Inflation Pressures

The tire label on the driver's doorjamb
shows recommended tire pressures for
carrying loads up to the limit shown.

These pressures were chosen to
provide you with the best
combination of tread life, riding
comfort and stability under normal
driving conditions.

Improper inflation can reduce both
tire life and load carrying capacity.
Check the tire pressures at least once a month, including the spare.

Lower pressure than recommended lets the tread and sidewalls flex too
much, causing increased tire temperatures, uneven wear, and poor
handling. Pressure higher than recommended can make the tire too stiff,
increasing the chance of damage from road hazards, and also causing
uneven wear.

CAUTION:

+ Check tire pressure when thetires are cold (after the car has been
parked for more than 3 hours or driven less than 1 mile/1.6 km).

» Tire pressure may increase as much as 6 psi (41 kPa) when the
tireis hot, so NEVER ADJUST tire pressure when the tires are hot.

» Never inflate load range B tires to more than 32 psi (220 kPa) cold.

» Cars with luggage racks or cartop carriers DO NOT have greater
load limits than those on the label.
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Tires (cont'd)

Winter Driving

Tires marked "M+S" or "all season” have an all-weather tread design and
should be suitable for most driving conditions. However, snow tires and
tire chains may be required under some conditions. If your tires do not
have these markings, they may not be suitable for winter driving
conditions. We recommend snow tires or tire chains for snow and icy
conditions.

Snow Tires

If you use snow tires, they should be of the same size, construction and
load capacity as the original tires on your car. Snow tires must be installed
in sets of four, or they may cause poor handling. Driving with snow tires
on dry roads can reduce your car's performance during acceleration,
turning and stopping. If you need further information on snow tires,
please contact your Honda dealer.

Tire Chains

Use chains only when conditions require them. Check with local
authorities for requirements prior to installing tire chains. Make sure the
chains are the right size for your tires. Install them only on the drive
wheels of your car, and do so as tightly as possible, following the
manufacturer's instructions. If metal chains are used, they must be SAE
Class "S." Cable type traction devices can also be used. Drive slowly with
chains installed. If you hear the chains contacting your car's body or
chassis, stop and tighten them.

CAUTION:

¢ If the contact continues, slow down until it stops or your car can
be damaged.

« Chains that are the wrong size or improperly installed can
damage your car's brake lines, suspension, body, and wheels.

If you need further information on tire chains, please see your Honda
dealer.

Remove the chains as soon as the road is clear of ice and snow.
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Tire Replacement

Honda recommends that you replace tires in sets of four, or in pairs, front
or rear. If you need to replace only one tire, mount the new tire opposite
the tire showing the least amount of wear. For instance, if the left front tire
shows the least amount of wear, mount the newtire on the front right side.

The original tires on your car have
tread wear indicators to indicate
when they should be replaced. The
indicators appear as bands about 1/2
in (12.7 mm) wide when the tire tread INDICATOR
depth is less than 1/16 in  paske—
(1.6 mm). When indicators appear
across two or more grooves in a row,

you should replace the tire.

vl TREAD WEAR
. INDICATORS

ﬂ

Driving on worn-out tires is very hazardous, and will
reduce braking effectiveness, steering accuracy and traction.

When replacing tires, use only the recommended tire size. Wheel rim
widths and offsets must be those recommended by American Honda
Motor Co., Inc. Contact the Zone Office nearest you as shown on the
inside of the back cover.

Tires and wheels other than those recommended may
be unsafe. Do not mix radial and bias ply tires on the same car.

Spare Tire

The spare tire on your car is identical to those already mounted to your
car. You can use it as a spare or regular tire. Check the pressure in the
spare tire regularly so it will be ready to use when you need it.
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Tires (cont'd)

Tire Balancing
Unbalanced tires may affect handling and tire wear. A tire should always
be rebalanced after it has been dismounted from the wheel.

Your original tires were properly balanced before the car left the factory,
but may need rebalancing at some time during the life of the tire.

CAUTION: If your car is equipped with aluminum wheels, use only
genuine Honda wheel weights. Nongenuine wheel weights may
corrode and damage the aluminum wheel.

Tire Rotation

Tires may wear unevenly when used for a long time in the same position
on the car. To avoid this, rotate the tires every 7,500 miles (12,000 km).
If abnormal or uneven wear develops between rotations, the cause
should be found and corrected as soon as possible. The illustration
shows how tires can be rotated.

NOTE: Brake pads should be inspected for wear whenever the tires are
rotated.

h

— —

<2

1

— —

Tire Traction

Worn tires or slippery road surfaces can reduce
driving, cornering and braking traction. To reduce the possibility of
losing traction, slow down when the road gets slippery, replace
tires when wear indicators are visible, and KEEP TIRES PROPERLY
INFLATED.
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Air Conditioner Care

Condenser and Radiator

Check the engine radiator and the air conditioner condenser (in front of
the radiator) for accumulated dirt, insects or leaves. Carefully brush or
hose them off to assure maximum cooling performance.

CAUTION: Radiator and condenser fins are very thin and easily
damaged; do not bend them with high water pressure or brush.

Compressor Drive Belt
Check the compressor belt tension monthly during periods of high air
conditioning usage.

If the engine has been running, some engine components may be hot
enough to burn you.

When properly tensioned, the belt should have 0.4to 0.5in (10to 12 mm)
"play" or deflection when pushed with 22 Ib (98N, 10 kg, ) of force midway
between the alternator pulley and the engine crankshaft pulley. Have the
belt adjusted whenever necessary.

ALTERNATOR
DRIVE
PULLEY

CRANKSHAFT
PULLEY

COMPRESSOR
DRIVE
PULLEY
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Air Conditioner Care (cont'd)

System Maintenance

Run your air conditioner for about 10 minutes at least once a week, even
during the off season. This lubricates the seals and the inside of the
compressor and verifies that the system is functional.

If the air conditioner is not cooling properly, it may indicate an
undercharged system. Have your dealer check the system for leaks, then
evacuate and charge the system with 28 - 30 oz (800 - 850 g) of
Refrigerant 12.

CAUTION: Prolonged use of an undercharged system may
damage the compressor.

Whenever you have the air conditioning system serviced, make sure the
service facility uses a refrigerant recycling system. This system captures
the refrigerant for reuse. Releasing refrigerant into the atmosphere can
damage the environment.

136



Appearance Care

Interior Trim
Remove dust and loose dirt with a vacuum cleaner.

Wipe the vinyl with a clean, damp cloth or sponge. Stains can be
removed with a commercially-available vinyl cleaner.

CAUTION: Do not use thinner, gasoline, kerosene, naphtha or
other solvents on the interior. They are toxic, flammable and
hazardous and could damage the material you're cleaning.

Windows

Use a commercially-available glass cleaner to clean windows inside and
out. A mixture of 1 part vinegar to 10 parts parts water works best to
remove the dust or film sometimes caused by the ingredients used in
interior vinyls and plastics.

NOTE:

* Do not put the vinegar-water solution in the windshield washer
reservoir, it will damage the windshield washer pump.

« Use a commercially-available windshield washer fluid in the
windshield washer reservoir.

Be careful not to scratch or damage the defogger wires when cleaning
the inside of the rear window; wipe the window horizontally along the
wires, not up and down. Dry the windows with a lint-free cloth or paper
towel. Keep all the windows clean for maximum visibility.

Exterior Care

Washing

+ Rinse all loose dirt off the car by spraying it with lukewarm or cold
water. Do not use hot water.

+» Wash with water containing a mild detergent, such as a liquid
dish-washing detergent, using a soft-bristle brush, sponge or cloth.

= Remove oll, tar, tree sap, etc., with tar remover or turpentine. Remove
road salt. insects, etc., with mild detergent and lukewarm water. Any
of these substances may damage the finish if left on painted surfaces.

» Rinse the car well. Promptly wipe with a chamois or soft towel to
prevent water-spotting. Do not let water or soap air-dry on painted
surfaces.

+ Cleanthe antenna mast twice a year. Use mild dish detergent on a dry
cloth. Scrub the antenna in upward strokes to avoid bending it. Rinse
with water. The antenna does not need lubricating oil.
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Appearance Care (cont'd)

+ During wiping, inspect the surface for stone chips and scratches; paint
them with touch-up paint so they won't rust (touch-up paint is available
through your Honda dealer).

¢ For further instructions on corrosion protection, refer to the Rust
Prevention section below.

Waxing

Wax the car when water will no longer "bead" on the paint. Always wash
and dry the car before you wax it. Use a good-quality liquid or paste wax,
and follow the manufacturer's instructions. Wax all the metal trim to keep
its luster.

NOTE: Removing oil, tar, etc., with a spot remover will usually strip the
wax from the surrounding finish. Be sure to rewax these areas even if the
rest of the car does not yet need waxing.

Aluminum Alloy Wheels (US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

Honda aluminum wheels are treated with a protective finish.Wash them
with a mild detergent and sponge. Do not use abrasive cleaners or stiff
brushes.

CAUTION:

+ Wash the wheels after driving on snowy or icy roads where salt
has been applied.

¢ Avoid off-road driving. Brush, rocks, dirt and severe impact may
damage the wheels.

+ Install tire chains carefully. Improperly installed chains can
cause damage to the wheels.

+ Always install aluminum wheels in sets of four. If mixed with
other types, the car's handling may be affected.

Rust Prevention
Rusting is likely to occur in parts of the car where water is trapped or
where there is continual dampness.

+ Water will collect inside doors and body panels if drain holes become
clogged.

+ Water that seeps under or soaks floor mats will subject floor sections
to prolonged wetness or dampness.

= Road dirt or sand, which collects and fills recesses on the underside
of the car, retains moisture long after the rest of the car has dried.

The removal of paint and undercoating by stones, gravel, and minor
accidents immediately exposes metal to air and moisture.
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Rusting is increased by high humidity and by the presence of corrosive

substances in the air or on the roads.

s Salt used for road deicing will coat the bottom of the car and hasten
rusting.

+ | ocalities with high humidity have greater potential for rust problems,
especially where salt is also present on the road or in moist sea air.

+ Industrial pollution will accelerate the deterioration of paint finishes
and promote rusting.

Preventive Service

Check all drain holes in the doors and body panels for clogging and clear
if necessary. When washing your car. also clean the underside of the car
by using high-pressure water: (O above subframe, & inside front
fender. @ rear suspension, @ inside rear wheel housing, and

(® under rear bumper.

Check for leaks after washing your car or after a heavy rain. Dry any wet
areas of your car's interior. Have leaks repaired as soon as possible.

CAUTION: Cars with ABS have a speed detection device mounted
at each wheel. Care should be taken when clearing mud, snow, etc.,
from the wheels to avoid damaging the detectors.

SPEED
DETECTOR

139



Body Repair

Replacement of Body and Fender Parts

If your vehicle incurs body damage and requires replacement parts, we

encourage you to use only Genuine Honda sheet metal body and fender

parts. Many insurance companies are specifying imitation sheet metal

parts for collision repairs in an effort to reduce claim costs; however, if

imitation parts are used:

* There is no assurance that imitation parts will equal the fit and finish
of Genuine Honda sheet metal parts; and in our experience they often
do not.

* There is no assurance that imitation parts will resist corrosion as well
as Genuine Honda sheet metal parts.

* Imitation sheet metal parts are not covered by the Honda Limited
Warranty.

To ensure your continued satisfaction with your Honda vehicle in the
event of an accident, contact your insurance adjuster and insist on
Genuine Honda parts in the repair of your vehicle.
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Changing a Flat Tire

Do not attempt to change a tire unless the car is on
firm, level ground and well out of the flow of traffic.

Park the car on afirm, level surface, apply the parking brake, turn on the
hazard warning switch, put the transmission in gear (Park for automatic
transmission) and turn the ignition off.

SPARE
1. Lift the floor panel in the .

cargo area.

2. Remove the jack.

NOTE: Turn the
connector on the end of the
jack counterclockwise to
loosen it from its mount.

3. Remove the lug wrench/jack handle and jack handle extension from
the tool bag.

Remove the spare tire.

Place blocks (not provided with the car) in front of and in back of the
wheel diagonally opposite the tire you are changing.

6. Use the lug wrench to loosen the wheel lug nuts counterclockwise
one-half turn.

— Onthe EX and EX-R models: First remove the center cap from the
wheel by prying it out with a flat screwdriver (not provided in the
tool bag), or coin.

CAUTION:Hold the center cap with your hand then pry it
off using a cloth to protect the cap and the wheel.

SCREWDRIVER
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Changing a Flat Tire (cont'd)

- On the LX models, remove the
center cap by using a coin in the
recess and turning the lock 90°.

7. Remove the lug nuts and wheel.

s 7 NUT
g / CENTER
1 a® CAP
VALVE @

Follow tire changing preparations and procedures
carefully to reduce the possibility of injury. The jack is designed for
changing tires only. STAND CLEAR, DO NOT get under the car and DO
NOT run the engine when the car is supported only by the jack.

8. Place the jack under the car as shown and raise the car by turning
the handle clockwise until the tire is slightly off the ground.

To reduce the possibility of injury, be sure to use the
jack provided with the car and the correct jacking points; never use
any other part of the car for jack support.

JACK
HANDLE
EXTENSION

LUG WRENCH/
JACK HANDLE
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9. Use a clean rag to wipe any dirt off the mounting surface of the hub

and the wheel. This will assure a tight, even contact between the
wheel and hub.

10. Install the spare. Install the lug nuts finger tight.

11. Lower the car, remove the jack, then tighten the lug nuts securely in
an "X" pattern as shown.

Tighten the lug nuts to the recommended torque:
80 Ib.ft (110 N.m, 11 kg.m).

If a torque wrench was not used, ask an authorized Honda dealer to
verify the torque as soon as possible.
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Changing a Flat Tire (cont'd)

12. Secure the tire and the spacer as shown in the illustration. Stow the
jack and tools in their proper locations.

CAUTION: Always stow the jack, tools and tire securely to

prevent them from becoming dangerous projectiles in an
accident.

SPACER

Repair or replace the damaged tire as soon as you can, reinstall it in its
original position, then put the spare back in the car.
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Jump Starting

To start a car with a dead battery, use another battery ot the same voltage
and the proper jumper cables.

* & &+ @

Procedures other than those below could cause injury or
damage from battery acid spray, explosion or charging system
overload.

Never connect the jumper cable directly to the negative post of
the "dead" battery.

Never allow the two cars to touch each other.

Never allow the jumper cable clamps to touch each other.
Never lean over the battery when making connections.

Never attempt to jump start a vehicle with a frozen battery. The
battery could rupture and explode. If you suspect a frozen
battery, do not attempt a jump start until the fluid thaws.

CAUTION: If jumper cables are connected backwards, the car's
main fuse may blow.

1. Turn off all lights, heater and other electrical loads, set the parking

2.

brake, and shift the transmission to Neutral or Park.

Use one cable to connect the positive terminal of the booster battery
to the positive terminal of the "dead" battery.

DEAD L .
BATTERY Positive to positive.

Negative to
the'engine,
not to the

Do not attach battery.

cable here.

BATTERY
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Jump Starting (cont'd)

3. Use the other cable to connect the negative terminal of the booster
battery to the engine at the ground cable as shown.

4. To remove the cables, reverse the above procedures exactly.

DO NOT push or tow a car to start it. The forward surge
when the engine starts could cause a collision. Also, under some
conditions, the catalytic converter could be damaged. A car
equipped with an automatic transmission cannot be started by
pushing or towing.

NOTE:

(US: EX, Canada: EX-R)

After jump starting the car, there is a possibility that the ABS warning light
may come on due to insufficient battery voltage. After the battery is
sufficiently recharged and the engine is turned off and restarted, the ABS
warning light should indicate that the ABS is OK by coming on for a few
seconds each time the engine is started. If the light remains on after
recharging, have it checked by a Honda dealer.
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Towing

If towing is necessary, contact a professional towing service. Your
authorized Honda dealer can assist you with detailed towing instructions.

Never use tow chains or rope to tow a car; your ability
to safely control the car may be adversely affected.

We recommend the following:

Flat-Bed Equipment — Entire car is winched on to a flat-bed vehicle. This
is the best way of transporting your Honda.

Wheel Lift Type — Tow with the front wheels off the ground.

If the car can only be towed with the front wheels on the ground: make
sure the transmission is in neutral (N) and the ignition key is in the "|"
position.

CAUTION: To avoid serious damage on automatic transmission
cars, first start the engine and shift to D4, then to N and turn the
engine off. If the engine does not run or the transmission cannot be
shifted while the engine is running, the car must be transported on
flat-bed equipment.

Check local regulations for towing.

CAUTION:

¢ Do not exceed 35 mph (55 km/h) or tow for distances of more than
50 miles (80 km).

* If a sling type tow is used, the tow truck driver should position
wood spacer blocks between your car's frame and the chains
and lift straps to avoid damaging the bumper and the body.

* Do not use the bumpers to lift the car or to support the car's
weight while towing.
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If Your Car Gets Stuck

If your car gets stuck in sand, mud, or snow, call a professional towing
service for assistance in getting your car out.

CAUTION:

* Do not rev up the engine and allow the wheels to spin freely at
high speed. Severe transmission damage may result if the
wheels are allowed to spin for more than a few seconds.

¢+ DO NOT try to free a car with automatic transmission from snow
etc., by rocking the car alternately between forward and reverse
gears. Severe transmission damage may result from shifting into
gear with the wheels moving.
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Specifications

Dimensions
Length 186.4 in (4,735 mm)
Width 67.5in (1,715 mm)
Height 55.1in (1,400 mm})
Wheelbase 107.1in (2,720 mm)
Track Front 58.1in (1,475 mm)
Rear 58.1in (1,475 mm)
Weights
Gross vehicle See the certification label attached to the left
weight rating rear doorjamb.
Tires
Size/Pressure See the tire label attached to the driver’s
doorjamb.
Capacities
Fuel tank Approx. 17.0 US gal (64.57, 14.2 Imp gal)
Radiator coolant
5-speed manual | Change™! 3.2USqt(3.00,2.6Imp qt)
transmission Total 7.0USqt(6.87,5.8Impqt)
Automatic Change*! 3.7USqt(3.5 4, 3.1 Imp qt)
transmission Total 75U8qt(7.1/7,6.3Impqt)
E”fr'lgﬁ;é'.g heluding 40USqt(3.87,3.3Impay)
athout 3.7USqt(3.57,3.11mpqt)
Total 52USqt(4.9/,4.3Impaqt)
5-speed manual | Change 20USqt(1.97,1.7Imp qgt)
transmission oil Total 21USqt(2.07,1.8Impgqt)
Automatic trans- | Change 25USqt(2.4/,2.1impaqt)
mission fluid Total 6.4USqt(6.0 7,5.3Impqt)
Windshield washer reservoir 4.4USqt(4.2/,3.7 Impqt)

*1: Including the coolant in reserve tank 0.6 US gt (0.6 / , 0.5 Imp qt) and that remaining
in the engine.

*2: Excluding the oil remaining in the engine.
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Specifications (cont'd)

Engine
Type Waler cooled 4-stroke OHC, in-ling,
transverse, 4-cylinders, gasoling engine
Bore x Strake 3.35x3.74in {850 x 95.0 mm)
Displacement 132 cuin (2.156 cm?}
Compression ratio §8
Spark piug See spark plug maintenance section page 105.
Alignment
Tog-in Front 0 {0 mm)
Rear 0.16in {4 mm}
Camber Fron 0°
Rear -0° 30°
Caster Front 3°
Battery
[ Capacity 12V — 52AH
Fuses
Under-hood See the under-hood fuse box cover.
Under-dash See the fuse label anached to the inside of the
fuse companment door under the dashboard.
Lights
Headhghts 12V — 65/55W

Front turn signal lights

12V - 45CP (SAE 3457)

Front position hghts

12V — 5W {6CP) {SAE 3652}

Rear turn signal lights 12V — 45CP

Stop/Taillights 12V - 43/3CP

Side marker lights  Fron 12V -~ 5W
Rear 12V - 43:3CP

Back-up lights

12V - 32CP (SAE 1156)

High-mount brake lamp

12V — 45CP (SAE 3497)

License plate lights 12V - BW {4CP)
Interior ight 12V - BW
Carge area light 12V — 5W
Vanity murror light 12V — 1.8W
Door courlesy highis 12V - 3.4W
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Identification Numbers

The Vehicle Identification
Number (VIN) is stamped on a
plate attached to the top left
side of the dashboard.

It also appears on the
Certification label attached to
the left rear doorjamb, as well
as under the hood on the body,
directly behind the engine.

/% CERTIFICATION

LABEL

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

NOTE: The VIN is also
provided in bar code on the
Certification label.

The Engine Number is
stamped on the right front
side of the engine block.

The Transmission Num-
ber appears on a label on
top of the transmission.

TRANSMISSION

NUMBER
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DOT Tire Quality Grades

US Cars

The tires on all Honda cars meet Federal Safety Requirements. All tires
on the Accord are also "graded" according to Department of
Transportation (DOT) standards for tread wear, traction and temperature.

Three grades are
shown on the
tire side wall.

TIRE

WHEEL RIM

Tread Wear
The tread wear grade is a comparative rating based on the wear rate of
the tire when tested under controlled conditions on a specified
government test course. For example, atire graded 150 would wear one
and one half (1-1/2 ) times as well on the government course as a tire
graded 100.

The relative performance of tires depends upon the actual conditions of
their use, however, and may depart significantly from the norm due to
variations in driving habits, service practices and differences in road
characteristics and climate.

Traction

The traction grades, from highest to lowest, are A, B, and C, and they
represent the tire's ability to stop on wet pavement as measured under
controlled conditions on specified government test surfaces of asphalt
and concrete. A tire marked C may have poor traction performance.

The traction grades assigned are based on braking
(straight ahead) traction tests and do not include cornering
(turning) traction.
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Temperature

The temperature grades are A (the highest), B and C representing
the tire's resistance to the generation of heat and its ability to dissipate
heat when tested under controlled conditions on a specified indoor
laboratory test wheel. Sustained high temperature can cause the
material of the tire to degenerate and reduce tire life, and excessive
temperature can lead to sudden tire failure. The grade C corresponds to
a level of performance which all passenger car tires must meet under the
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 109. Grades B and A
represent higher levels of performance on the laboratory test wheel than
the minimum required by law.

Thetire temperature grade is established for a tire that
is properly inflated and not overloaded. Excessive speed, under-
inflation, or excessive loading, either separately or in combination,
can cause heat buildup and possible tire failure.
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Emission Controls

Sources of Emissions

The combustion process produces carbon monoxide (CO), oxides of
nitrogen (NO,) and hydrocarbons. The evaporation of fuel in the fuel tank
also produces hydrocarbons. Control of oxides of nitrogen and
hydrocarbons is very important since, under certain conditions, when
subjected to sunlight, they react to form photochemical smog. Carbon
monoxide does not react to form smog, but it is toxic.

The Clean Air Act
The Clean Air Act* requires all vehicle manufacturers to explain in writing
the operation and maintenance of their emission control systems.

Maintenance instructions are included on pages 103-108; the opera-
tion of each system is explained below and on the following page.

Replacement Parts

The emission control systems on your new Honda were designed, built
and certified to conform with the Federal regulations implementing the
Clean Air Act. Honda recommends only the use of new, Genuine Honda
parts or their equivalent. The use of other replacement parts, which are
not of equivalent quality, may impair the effectiveness of your car's
emission control systems.

Evaporative Emission Control System
The Evaporative Emission Control System is designed to prevent fuel
vapors from escaping into the atmosphere.

Fuel vapors from the fuel tank are directed into the charcoal canister
where they are adsorbed and stored while the engine is stopped or idling.
When the coolant temperature rises to a certain value, the vapors are
drawn into the engine through the throttle body and the intake manifold
during normal engine operation.

*In Canada, Honda vehicles comply with the Canadian Motor Vehicle
Safety Standards (CMVSS) on Emissions valid at the time they are
manufactured.
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Crankcase Emission Control System

To prevent crankcase emissions, your car is equipped with a Positive
Crankcase Ventilation (PCV) System, which routes blowby gases from
the crankcase. through the PCV valve and intake manifold, into the
combustion chamber.

Engine Exhaust Controls

The engine exhaust emission control systems are designed to control
combustion during idle, acceleration, cruise, and deceleration. These
systems are entirely separate from the crankcase and evaporative
emission control systems described previously.

PGM-FI System

The PGM-FI System on this model is a sequential multiport fuel
injection. It consists of three independent subsystems; Air Intake.
Electronic Control and Fuel Control, thus allowing more accurate
control of air/fuel ratios under all operating conditions. The Electronic
Control Module (ECM) detects the amount of air drawn into the
cylinders and determines the amount of fuel to be injected to provide
the optimum air/fuel ratio for all engine needs.

Ignition Timing Control System

This system automatically controls the ignition timing to reduce the
amount of HC and NO,.

Three-way Catalytic Converter

The three-way catalytic converter is used to convert hydrocarbons
(HC), carbon monoxide (CO) and oxides of nitrogen (NO,) in the
exhaust gas, to carbon dioxide (CO,), dinitrogen (N,) and water vapor.

Exhaust Gas Recirculation (EGR)

The EGR system is designed to control the formation of oxides of
nitrogen (NO,) caused when the fuel mixture burns at high
temperature. It works by recirculating exhaust gas through the
Exhaust Gas Recirculation valve and intake manifold into the
combustion chambers where it reduces peak temperature by diluting
the air/fuel mixture.
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Three-way Catalytic Converter

Athree-way catalytic converter is installed in the exhaust system to help
clean up the harmful exhaust gases that can cause air pollution.

To be effective, the converter must work at high temperature, so don't
park your car over dry grass, leaves or anything else that could burn
easily.

To stay effective, the converter must not be contaminated by leaded
gasoline; use only unleaded gas as explained on page 84.

CATALYTIC
CONVERTER

CAUTION: The converter can be overheated and damaged if it's fed
too much unburned fuel mixture from the engine, so:

— Don't push or tow the car to start it; it the battery is dead, jump start
the car as shown on pages 145-146.

— Don't turn the key oft while the engine is running above idle speed.

— Don't change the ignition timing, or remove any emission control
parts.

— Use only the spark plugs specified in this manual.

— Don't keep driving your car if it isn't running properly, or if its CHARGE
warning light or check engine light comes on; have it checked by your
Honda dealer.
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Warranty Service

Warranty (US Cars)
The following warranties are provided with every new vehicle.

1. New Car Limited Warranty

Emissions-Related Defects Warranty
Emissions Performance Warranty

Original Equipment Battery Limited Warranty
Rust Perforation Limited Warranty

Accessory Limited Warranty

Replacement Parts Limited Warranty
Replacement Muffler Lifetime Limited Warranty
Seat Belt Limited Warranty

10 Replacement Battery Limited Warranty

©CoNSUT~WN

Your car's original tires are covered by their manufacturer. Tire warranty
information is in a separate tire warranty booklet.

The details of all warranties pertaining to your car can be found in the
Warranty booklet provided with your new car. The required maintenance
schedule is contained in this Owner's Manual.

If you are unable to obtain warranty service or are dissatisfied with the
warranty decision or service you received at an authorized Honda
dealership, you should review the matter with that dealership's Service
Manager. This will normally resolve your problem. If it does not, you
should appeal the decision with the owner of the dealership. Please bear
in mind that your problem will likely be resolved in the dealership, using
the dealer's facilities, equipment, and personnel. So it is very important
that your initial contact be with the dealer or his management.

After following these steps, if you wish to have the matter reviewed by
American Honda you should contact the Zone Office serving your area,
as shown on the map on the inside of the back cover. When contacting
American Honda, please provide the Zone Office with the following
information:

* \/ehicle ldentification Number + Your Name, Address, and

+ Servicing Dealer Name Phone Number
and Address * Nature of Problem
* Date of Purchase ¢ Selling Dealer

* Mileage on Your Car

After a review of the facts, you will be advised of what can be done.

(Canada Cars)
Please refer to the 1993 Warranty and Maintenance Guide that came with

your car.
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Reporting Safety Defects

(US Cars)

If you believe that your vehicle has a defect which could cause a crash
or cause injury or death, you should immediately inform the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) in addition to notifying
American Honda Motor Co, Inc.

If NHTSA receives similar complaints, it may open an investigation, and
if it finds that a safety defect exists in a group of vehicles, it may order a
recall and remedy campaign. However, NHTSA cannot become involved
in individual problems between you, your dealer, or American Honda
Motor Co., Inc.

To contact NHTSA, you may either call the Auto Safety Hotline toll-free
at 1-800-424-9393 (or 366-0123 in the Washington, D.C. area) or write
to: NHTSA, U.S. Department of Transportation, Washington, D.C.20590.
You can also obtain other information about motor vehicle safety from the
Hotline.
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A

Air Cleaner Element, 123

Air Conditioning
Care, 135-136
Operation, 65
Recycled Refrigerant, 136

Air Pressure, Tires, 131
Airbag (SRS), 24-27
Aluminum Alloy Wheels, 138
Antenna, 72

Anti-lock Brake System
(ABS) Light, 45

Anti-lock Brakes, 38
Anti-lock Brake Fluid, 120

Anti-theft Steering
Column Lock, 88

Antifreeze. See "Radiator Coolant"
Appearance Care, 137

Ashtrays, 61

Audio System, 72

Automatic Transmission
Driving Technique, 96
Fluid, 114
Operation, 95
Shift Lever

Position Indicator, 94

Battery
Charging System Light, 44
Jump Starling, 145
Maintenance, 126
Specifications, 150

Beeper System
Fasten Seat Belt Beeper, 17
Key Reminder, 88
Light Reminder Chime, 52

Beverage Holder, 60

Index

Body Repair, 140
Brake Lamp Monitor Light, 46

Brakes

Anti-lock Brakes, 38

Anti-lock Brake System
(ABS) Light, 45

Anti-lock Brake Fluid, 120

Brake Failure Light, 43

Brake Fluid, 119

Brake System Design, 118

Brake Wear, 118

Brake Wear Indicators, 119

Lamp Monitor Light, 46

Parking Brake, 57

Parking Brake Light, 43

Break-in Period, 2

Bulb
Replacements, 129-130
Specifications, 150

C

Capacities, 149
Care and Cleaning, 137-139
Cargo, Storing Safely, 30

Cargo Area, 13
Storage Compartments, 13
Tonneau Cover, 13

Cargo Area Light, 54
Certification Label, 151
Chains, Tire, 132

Check Engine Indicator
Light (Canada), 44

Child Proof Door Locks, 7
Child Safety, 31
General Guidelines for
Restraining Children Under

40 Pounds, 32
Important Safety Reminders, 32
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Index (cont'd)

Restraining a Child Who Weighs

Between 20
and 40 Pounds, 34

Restraining a Child Who Weighs

Over 40 Pounds, 35
Restraining an Infant Who
Weighs Less than
20 Pounds, 33
Storing a Child Seat, 37
Using a Seat Belt
Locking Clip, 36
Using Child Restraints
With Tethers, 37
Where Should Children Sit? 31

Cigarette Lighter, 61

Clock, 59

Clutch Fluid, 121

Coolant Temperature Gauge, 41
Cooling (with A/C), 66

Cooling System, 115-117

Crankcase Emission
Control System, 155

Cruise Control
Indicator, 42
To Cancel the Cruise
Control, 56
To Set the Cruise Control, 55

D

D4 Indicator Light, 42 - 46

Daytime Running
Lights (DRL), 54

DRL Indicator Light, 45
Defrost Defog, 68
Dimensions, Specifications, 149

Doors
Child Proof Door Lock, 7
Locks, 6
Power Door Locks, 6
Warning Lights, 46
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E

Emergency
Changing a Flat Tire, 141-144
Hazard Warning System, 53
It Your Car Gets Stuck, 148
Indicator Lights, 42 - 45
Jump Starting, 145
Towing, 147

Emission Controls, 154 - 155

Engine
Coolant, 115
Coolant Temperature Gauge, 41
Exhaust Controls, 155
Identification Number, 151
Low-oil Pressure Light, 43
Oil and Filter, 110-112
Specifications, 150

Engine Exhaust Gas Warning, 91

Evaporative Emission
Control System, 154

Exhaust Gas
Recirculation (EGR), 155

Exterior Care, 137-138
Aluminum Alloy Wheels, 138
Preventive Service (Rust), 139
Rust Prevention, 138
Washing, 137
Waxing, 138

F

Filters
Air, 123
Engine Oil, 111
Fuel, 123

Fluid. See "Oil"

Foreign Countries.
Operation in, 85

Fuel
Filter, 123
Fuel Fill Door and Cap, 86



Gasohol, 84
Gauge, 40
Low Fuel Light, 43
Oxygenated Fuels, 84
Requirement, 84
Fuse
Checking and
Replacing, 127-128
Specifications, 150

G

Gas Station Information,
back cover

Gasoline, 84
Gauges, 40 - 41
Glove Box, 59

H

Hazard Warning System, 53
Head Restraints, 9

Headlights
Flasher, 52
High Beam
Indicator Light, 42, 52
High/Low Beam Switch, 52
Reminder Chime, 52
Switch, 52

Heating, 67
Hood, 57
Hood Latch, 57

Identification Numbers, 151

Ignition Switch
Anti-theft Lock, 88
Daytime Running
Lights (DRL), 54, 88
Key, 88

Light, 53

Reminder Beeper (Key), 88
Indicator Lights, 42- 46
Inflation Pressure, Tires, 131
Instrument Panel, 39
Interior Lights, 54
Interior Trim Care, 137

J

Jack, 141 - 143
Jump Starting, 145-146

K

Keyless Entry System, 3

Keys

Automatic Shift Lock, 94

Glove Box, 59

Ignition, 88

Keyless Entry System, 3

Reminder Beeper, 88

Remote Access Key, 3
Using the, 3

Tailgate, 3, 4

L

Lap/Shoulder Belts,
See "Seat Belts"

Lights
Anti-lock Brake System
(ABS) Light, 45

Bulb Replacement, 129-130

Cargo Area Light, 54
Daytime Running

Lights (DRL), 54
DRL Indicator Light, 45
Fuse Replacement, 127
Hazard Warning System, 53
Headlight Switch, 52
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Ignition Switch, 53
Indicator Lights, 42 - 46
Interior Lights, 54

Light Reminder Chime, 52
Operation of, 52 - 54

Turn Signals, 52

Loading the Car, 12
Lockout Prevention, 7

Locks
Anti-theft Steering
Column Lock, 88
Child Proof Door Locks, 7
Door, 6
Fuel Fill Door, 86
Glove Box, 59
Lockout Prevention, 7
Power Door Locks, 6
Tailgate, 4
Plunger, 6
Using Power Door Locks, 6
Using Remote Access Key, 3

Lumbar Support, 8

Maintenance
Record, 106
Schedule, 103-105

Maintenance Indicator, 47

Malfunction Indicator
Lamp (US), 44

Manual Transmission
Maximum Allowable Speed, 93
Oil, 113 - 114

Recommended Shift Speeds, 93

Shifting, 92
Meters, Gauges. See "Gauges"

Mirrors
Power Mirrors, 51
Rearview Mirrors, 51

Moonroof
If the Moonroof Won't Close, 71

162

Maintenance, 71
Operation, 70
Sunshade, 70

N

Numbers,
Vehicle Identification, 151

O

Octane Rating, Gasoline, 84
Occupant Protection System, 15
Odometer, 40
Oil

Clutch Fluid, 121

Engine Qil, 110- 112

Fluid Locations, 109

Low-oil Pressure Light, 43

Power Steering Fluid, 122
Transmission Qil/Fluid, 114

Operation in
Foreign Countries, 85

P

Panel Brightness Control, 53
Parking Brake, 57

Parking Brake/Brake
Failure Light, 43

Pets, Driving With, 30

Power
Door Locks, 6
Mirrors, 51
Steering, 122
Windows, 58

Pregnant Women, 23
Pressures, Tire Inflation, 131
Preventive Service, 139



R Maintenance, 23
Pregnant Women, 23
Radiator, Coolant, 115 - 117 Replacement, 23

. . Seat Belt Warning Light, 43
Radio Operation, 72, 74 Shoulder Anchor Height

Rear Seat Arm Rest, 9 Adjusting Mechanism, 20
Rear Window Defogger, 50 System Components, 17
Wearing Seat Belts Properly, 18
Rempte Access Key, 3 Why Wear Seat Belts, 16
Using the, 3
Glove Box, 59 Seatg
Tailgate, 3 Driver's Lumbar Support, 8

Folding Rear Seat, 10
Front Seat, 8

Head Restraints, 9
Rear Seat Arm Rest, 9

Replacement
Air Cleaner Element, 123
Bulbs, 129 - 130

Engine Oil, 111
Fuel Filter, 123 Shift Lever Position Indicator, 42
Oil Filter, 112 Shifting
Radiator Coolant, 116 - 117 5-Speed
Spark Plugs, 124 Manual Transmission, 92
Tifes, 133 Automatic Transmission, 94
Wiper Blades, 125 Spare Tire, 133

Rearview Mirrors, 51 Changing a Flat Tire, 141, 144

Specifications, 149
Spark Plugs, 124
S Specifications, 149 - 150

Rust Prevention, 138

Speedometer, 40
Safety Defects, Reporting, 158 SRS Indicator Light, 45

Safety Information, 20 - 30

Door Locks, 30 Starting the Engine, 89

Driving With Pets, 30 Steering
Head Restraint Position, 29 Anti-theft Column Lock, 88
Seat Back Position, 29 Power Steering, 122
Storing Cargo Safely, 30 Tilt Steering, 48

Safety Items, 90 Stereo Sound System,

Operation, 72
Seat Belts, 16 - 23

Child Restraint, 32 - 35 Storage Compartments, 13
Fasten Seat Belt Beeper, 17 Stuck Car, 148
Important Safety Reminders, 16
Lap Belt, 18 Sunshade, 70

Wearing the, 21 - 22 Supplemental Restraint
Lap/Shoulder Belt, 17 System (SRS), 24 - 27

Wearing a, 19 - 21
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T

Tachometer, 40

Tailgate, 4 - 7

Tape Operation, 77

Temperature Gauge, Coolant, 41

Three-way Catalytic
Converter, 155, 156

Tilt Steering, 48

Tire
Air Pressure, 131
Balancing, 134
Chains, 132
Changing a Flat Tire, 141
DOT Tire

Quality Grades, 152 - 153

Inflation Pressure, 131
Requirement, 152
Rotation, 134
Snow Tires, 132
Spare Tire, 133
Specifications, 149

Tonneau Cover, 13
Tools, 141

Towing, 147

Towing a Trailer, 97 - 102

Transmission
Capacity, 149
Identification Number, 151
Oil/Fluid, 113
Shifting the Automatic, 94 - 96
Shifting the Manual, 92 - 93

Tread Wear, 152
Trip Meter, 40
Turn Signals, 42, 52

\'

Vehicle Identification
Number, 151

Ventilation, 62
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w

Warranty Service, 157

Washer
Rear Window Washer, 49
Reservoir Capacity, 50
Windshield Washer, 49

Washing, 137
Waxing, 138
Wheels, 138

Windows
Appearance Care, 137
Power Windows, 58
Windshield Defogger, 50
Windshield Washer, 49
Windshield Wipers, 49

Wipers
Blades, 125
Rear Window Wiper, 49
Windshield Wipers, 49



Gas Station Information

Gasoline: UNLEADED only
Pump octane of 86 or higher

Fuel Tank Capacity: 17.0 US gal (64.5 £ ,14.2 Imp gal)
Reserve Capacity: 2.6 US gal (10.0 7 , 1.8 Imp gal)

Tire Information: See label on driver's doorjamb.

Hood Release: Pull handle under left side of dash.

Engine Oil: Use "Energy Conserving II" SG grade oil.
5W-30 preferred (see pages 110-111 for
viscosity recommendations).
Capacity (Including filter): 4.0 US qt (3.8 £ , 3.3 Imp qt)
Manual Transmission Oil:
Use SF or SG grade oil.
10W-30 or 10W-40 preferred (see pages 113-114
for complete viscosity recommendations).
Capacity (Including differential):
20USqt(1.9 ¢ ,1.7 Impqt)
Automatic Transmission Fluid:
Automatic Transmission Fluid: Honda Premium Formula
Automatic Transmission Fluid or an equivalent
DEXRON® Il type Automatic Transmission Fluid (ATF).
Capacity (Including differential):
25US qt (2.4 2 ,2.1 Imp qt)

Power Steering Fluid:

Use only Honda power steering fluid: Do not use ATF or any
other brand of power steering fluid because it will damage
the system.

W AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.
.EEEE 1919 Torrance Blvd., Torrance, CA 90501-2746
HONDA CANADA INC.

715 MILNER AVE. SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO M1B2K8

© 1992 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. - All Rights Reserved.

31SM5630 ® 15509305P
00X31-SM5-6300 Printed in U.S.A.
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